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CHAIRMAN‘S MESSAGE 

From the Chairman:   

In late March I sent out an email to all members 
pointing out that the QNHG was facing a crisis.  
We were short of several vital positions on our 
Steering Committee and it was not clear 
whether we could continue to deliver a robust 
programme of activities unless new members 
came forward to cover these roles. 

For those of you who may not have seen the 
22nd March email, I noted that after 4½ years in 
Doha and 2½ years as your Chairman, I will be 
returning the US in early June and a new 
Chairperson will be needed from that time.  John 
Tribuna, who has done a magnificent job in 
organising interesting and enjoyable field trips 
for the last two years, is ready to hand things 
over to someone new. We have also recently 
lost our hard-working 'QNHG camping 
weekends' organisers, Bronwyn and Mike 
Donaldson.  Rose Dzugan, who is the Secretary 
to the Steering Committee will also need to step 
down due to work conflicts and we may also 
soon need a new Treasurer, as Roeland 
Weisfelt will likely be leaving Qatar this summer. 

Happily, a number of you have come forward 
and volunteered.  The positions of Membership 
Secretary, Social Secretary and Secretary are 
now filled.  Several members have come 
forward interested in working on the Rambles 
and Field Trips although a new coordinator has 
not yet been identified.  Additional volunteers to 
help run Rambles and Field Trips would still be 
welcome.  We also have volunteers interested in 
taking on the Treasurer role, although it has not 

yet been finalised and volunteers to help out 
with the Newsletter.  We will, however, still be in 
need of a Chairperson, as no one has yet 
expressed a desire to take on that position. 

We need members to volunteer for the following 
positions (definitions of these roles are posted 
later in this newsletter): 

- Chairman 

- Field Trips and Rambles Committee (to 
participate on this committee and can 
organise and lead these trips) 

- Newsletter committee 

QNHG depends entirely on volunteers, 
otherwise it could not continue. Please ask 
yourself if you could take on one of these roles. 
Don't worry if you are new to Qatar and are not 
sure if you can do the job – you will receive 
plenty of help from the existing Steering 
Committee members. 

Note that all Steering Committee members will 
need to attend SC meetings which are held 
every 4-6 weeks during the season and make 
announcements relative to their committees at 
meetings.  Most of these jobs can be shared 
and we encourage all Steering Committee 
members to involve other members of the 
QNHG in the workings of their committees. 

If you feel you can make a contribution to the 
Group please don't hesitate to contact me 
(email: m.lesser@qfcra.com mobile: 6668-6234) 
and we can discuss it further.      

Regards, 

Mike Lesser 

Chairman QNHG 

 

 
 
Michael Lesser 
Chairman, QNHG   
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Welcome to Issue No. 3 of the QNHG 
Newsletter. Another bumper issue brought to 
you by the 'New & Improved' QNHG Editorial 
Team. 

Many thanks to the following for their 
contributions to the third newsletter of the 
2010/11 season. 

 

 John Tribuna 

 Mike Lesser 

 Fran Gillespie 

 Chris Killey 

 Sultan Sultan Al Aseeri 

 

Many thanks to Mike & Mabeth Lesser for their 
article about their recent trip to Cambodia. Their 
report on their trip to Vietnam was published in 
the last newsletter and can be found in the 
archive section of the QNHG website. We have 
received many favourable comments about the 
newsletter, and about the travel articles in 
particular, please keep them coming.  

 

 

Also do consider sending in any information that 
may be useful to others just starting out on their 
adventure in Qatar.  

  

Please send any articles, information or 
announcements to newsletter-editor@qnhg.org 
or hunterlm95@yahoo.com or 
yathiraigal@gmail.com and put ‗QNHG 
Newsletter‘ in the subject line. Please send 
photographs separately and make sure to label 
them. See page.8 for announcements from the 
Tuesday Ladies Group, the Museum of Islamic 
Art, Qatar Bird Club etc. 

Also, if you have any comments about the 
newsletter or suggestions for articles please 
send those too. Remember to check the website 
regularly for updates regarding our talks 
programme and other activities.  

This issue of the newsletter is available on the 
QNHG website, together with previous issues 
which can be found in the archive section.  

 
Balaji Alagusundaram / Louise Hunter 

QNHG Newsletter Editorial Team 

 

QNHG MEETING DETAILS 
 
 

QNHG meetings take place between 
October and June, usually on the first 
Wednesday of the month. 

Please note that the dates for the meetings 
of the 2010/2011 season will be: April 6th 
and May 4th.  

Further details about our speakers may be 
found on page ...... Meetings are held at 
7.00 pm in the Multipurpose hall of the 
Doha English Speaking School (DESS). 
[See location map].  However, the location 
of meetings may sometimes be changed to 
the smaller gymnasium at DESS.  

An illustrated talk follows any 
announcements, and there is a lending 
library of books available to members, with 
over 200 books and journals to choose 
from. 

mailto:hunterlm95@yahoo.com
mailto:yathiraigal@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL WITH QNHG 

QNHG Overseas trips provide not just a great trip, but give the opportunity to travel with a group of other 
QNHG members to share the experience.  Note that whilst these trips are limited to members, friends of 
members are welcome; all they need to do is to join the QNHG. 

Patricia Grindley is our new Overseas Trip coordinator and she hopes to offer a number of trips for 
members this year coinciding with not just the Eid holidays, but also other holiday periods.  The next trip 
will be in April with a fantastic tour of Oman – including Al Ain, Muscat, Jebel Shams, Nizwah, Sink-hole, 
wadi-bashing etc. Further information may be found on the QNHG website plus a useful packing guide to 
help you remember all those essential little items that we all need but often forget to take along!  
www.qnhg.org/activities/overseastrips . For any further queries, comments, suggestions, please contact 
Patricia at overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org.  

 

MIKE AND MABETH LESSER’S TRIP TO CAMBODIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angkor Wat (which simply means ―City Temple‖) has always seemed a magical place to me.  It is the 
largest religious building in the world, built in the early 12th century, initially as a Hindu temple, but 
moving to Buddhist in the late 13th century.  Over the centuries it was neglected, but never abandoned 
and remains the symbol of Cambodia with its profile pictured on the country‘s flag.  I had dreamt of 
visiting it for many years and was delighted to be able to include it as part of the itinerary for the trip 
Mabeth and I, along with our son Fred, took over Christmas and New Year‘s.  We reported on the initial 
part of the trip to Vietnam in the last newsletter. 

The flight to Siem Reap from Saigon took an hour.  We did some homework before we left (Lonely 
Planet publishes a pocket sized guide book just covering the Siem Reap area) and learned that there is 
a lot more there than just Angkor Wat. 

 
 

After settling into our hotel we left for Preah Khan, a 12th century temple which is largely un-restored, but 
with a number of interesting buildings and friezes.  That was followed by a visit to Neak Pean (―the 
entwined serpents"), a Buddhist temple surrounded by water, built in the second half of the 12th century.  
Its name is taken from sculptures of snakes running around its base.  Finally, as the sun was getting low, 
we stopped off at Pre Rup, an older Hindu temple dedicated to Shiva, built in the 10th century, with its 
towers, still intact, rising high above the structure. It is particularly beautiful in the red light of the setting 
sun and draws crowds of tourists who climb up the steps and sit there awaiting the sunset.  By then we 
were spent and headed back to the hotel for dinner and an early bedtime. 

 

http://www.qnhg.org/activities/overseastrips
mailto:overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
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Our guide suggested that we visit Ta Prohm 
early the next morning before the crowds arrive.  
The temple was built in the late 12th century and 
was more recently made famous by its use as a 
setting in the movie Tomb Raider.  We headed 
out there at 7 am and had the place largely to 
ourselves for most of an hour.  Part of the 
temple is overgrown by large trees with roots 
framing the doors and passageways.  Our guide 
pointed out a small bas relief sculpture which 
uniquely seems to depict a stegosaurus.  There 
is a great deal of restoration going on to both 
restore and stabilize the structures, but you still 
get a feel of a site abandoned centuries ago to 
the jungle.  We left the temple just as the first 
busses of tourists started to arrive.   

The rest of the morning was spent at the nearby 
Angkor Thom (―Great City‖) the largest site in 
the area and the capital of the Khmer kingdom 
for several hundred years.  It was built between 
the late 12th and 13th centuries and covers an 
area three kilometers square with a large 
temple, the Bayon, in the middle.  As you 
approach the Bayon, you pass the Elephant 
Terrace, covered with figures of, yes, elephants. 
Over the centuries many of them have lost their 
trunks, but they still 
impress.   

The towers of the Bayon 
and the outer gates of 
Angkor Thom feature 
numerous large head 
figures.  We stayed a bit 
ahead of the crowds, but 
as our visit progressed they started arriving, 
indicating it was time for us to move on, but not 
before we viewed the impressive bas reliefs with 
stories of gods, battles and heroes, then back to 
the hotel for a rest and lunch. 

We started out for Angkor Wat while the 
afternoon was still hot, in order to get to there 
before the crowds got too thick.  It is undergoing 
some renovation and parts of it are covered in 
scaffolding and tarps, but there are few sights in 
the world more memorable than your first 
glimpse of Angkor Wat.  Since we got there 
early in the afternoon, our guide was able to 
arrange for our vehicle to enter through the 
north gate, saving us a long walk to the temple.  
We strolled around it and took in the famous 
view across the reflecting pond, then entered 
through the gate and climbed up into the 
structure.  The temple has extensive bas reliefs 
depicting famous Hindu legends and Khmer 

history and depicting many Hindu deities. By the 
time we reached this area of the temple, the 
crowds had descended and it was all we could 
do to catch a glimpse.  But just around the 
corner from these more famous corridors were 

additional bas reliefs of similar quality, but not 
quite as famous and not on the tour guides  

 

itineraries.  We spent most of our remaining time 
in the temple quietly enjoying those sculptures.   

Our package included a New Year‘s Eve party 
at our hotel that evening, 
so after our day at the 
temples of Angkor we 
took a nap and went to 
the party.  Any thoughts 
we had about the 
alternative of just going to 
bed early were shattered 
shortly after sunset as 

they set up for the party being held just below 
our hotel room terrace.  The level of noise (and 
the fireworks at midnight) would have made 
sleep impossible.  They had over 300 guests at 
the party and fortunately we all had a fun time, 
but could not get to sleep until after 1 am, when 
the music finally stopped. 

We woke early on New Year‘s Day anyway, 
checked out of the hotel and headed off into the 
countryside, past houses on stilts and water 
buffalo to visit one of the floating villages on 
Tonle Sap Lake south of Siem Reap.  It‘s the 
largest lake in the country and is fed during the 
rainy season by the Mekong River.  During the 
dry season it feeds back into the Mekong.  
Floating is a bit of a misnomer, as the houses 
are actually supported by poles holding them 
steady in the water.  There are shops, schools 
and all the other aspects of village life out on the 
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water, with the residents going back and forth in 
their boats. 

That was the end of our tour.  We headed back 
to the Siem Reap airport for the flight back to Ho 
Chi Minh City, a several hour wait (albeit in the 

quite comfortable lounge available to Qatar 
Airways Gold and Silver members) and the 
direct flight back to Doha. 

 

  

Some tips if you are planning on visiting Siem Reap: 

We spent the equivalent of two days in Siem Reap, but a third day (or even a fourth) would have been 
ideal and would have afforded the opportunity to explore a bit further afield.  You will probably be able to 
get visa on arrival, but an expedited visa service is available for an additional $15 (plus the visa fee of 
$20).  It was well worth it as it saved us time both on arrival and departure (the travel agent made the 
arrangements).  There is also a $25 exit tax which you have to pay in cash.  Bring a passport photo with 
you for the visa.  Talk to your guide about the best time of day to visit the temples to avoid the crowds. 
Understand that outside of the rainy season (and you probably want to avoid the rainy season, because 
we‘re talking about a lot of rain here) there are crowds.  Figure on morning and afternoon trips to the 
temples with a break for lunch a bit of rest, also plan on a lot of walking.  It‘s hot all year and many of the 
temple sites are not shaded. Bring appropriate light clothing, sunglasses and wear a hat.  I forgot mine 
and had to buy a straw hat off of one of the many venders—at $1 (no haggling) it was a bargain. 
Souvenir hawkers, many of them small children are ubiquitous at many of the temple sites.  They will 
hound you like flies and will not go away—even if you buy something from one of them.  It‘s hard to say 
whether they are working for their families or being exploited by others.  We did not want to encourage 
the use of children for this, so we waved them away as best we could.  We never saw Cambodian 
currency, dollars were used universally and almost all prices were quoted in US$.  You will need to 
purchase a pass for the temple sites on your first entry (check to see if the cost is included in your 
package). This will have your picture on it and you will need to show it repeatedly.  If you don‘t have a 
guide and driver (as we did) you can hire a ―tuck-tuck‖ to take you to the temple sites.  These are open 
(albeit shaded) passenger carts drawn by a motorbike.  If it not too hot out, it‘s a slow, relaxing way to 
travel about (note that some of the temple sites are quite a distance and will take some time to get to). 
Negotiate your fees before you travel (you should get an independent understanding of the going rates 
beforehand). 
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More Photos of Cambodia from Mike‘s Vietnam Trip 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



QNHG 2010/11 Season                                                                                                         Newsletter #3 

 

 

QNHG LIBRARY NEWS 

 

Qatar Natural History Group has its own library covering a wide range of natural history subjects 
focusing on the Arabian Gulf - especially Qatar. 
 
If you have questions about library, contact librarian Robyn Urban at librarian@qnhg.org  
 
The next issue of the newsletter will carry the library updates. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

QNHG Steering Committee Vacancies 

Chairman  

- Provides leadership for the QNHG and the Steering Committee and to oversee the work of all 
committees.  

- Chairs the Steering Committee and its meetings.  Is an ex-officio member of all committees and sub-
committees and oversees the work of these committees.  

- Makes introductions and announcements at the monthly talks. Provides a report to members in the 
newsletters. With the approval of the Steering Committee, appoints committee chairs 

Field Trips and Rambles Committee  

- Help out on the committee responsible for organising rambles and field trips from late October 
through April.   

- Members of the committee will need to take individual responsibility for planning and leading a set 
number of individual trips throughout the season.   

- It is helpful if committee members were familiar with QNHG protocols for these trips and understand 
that the safety of the participants is our key concern. 

Newsletter committee 

Help the newsletter editor with the preparation of the newsletter which is issued approximately four times 
spaced through the QNHG season. 

 

QNHG – FOREIGN TRIPS AND FAMILY TRAVEL CHECKLIST 

 

Please note carefully: 

Cost of all trips cannot be finalised, being directly related to the 
numbers of persons travelling and also related to your room-
occupancy 

 

You may choose single / double / triple occupancy, especially 
suitable if you have a 3rd family-member travelling with you. 

 

Further, although all trips are especially designed for QNHG 
members, any members of your extended family are most 
welcome to join us / you.   

 

All fares are quoted from / to DOHA, QATAR – for family 
members joining from other countries, please request revised 
tour fares. 

 

mailto:librarian@qnhg.org
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A reminder list of items, ―Family Holiday Packing List‖ for all 
travel is included. 

 

The list is a generic one so you may SAVE AS, and amend / print 
for your own personal circumstances. 

 

Please feel free to e-mail suggestions for any other items  

As such, we welcome any ideas / suggestions / criticism / 
comments about the Overseas Trips portfolio. 

 

Please feel free to send same to the Chairman and / or the Overseas Trip co-ordinators. 

 

HOLIDAY DATE  DESTINATION – A COMMENTS  / FARES  

   EGYPT  - SINAI / Sharm-El-Sheik 

Mt Sinai, Red Sea, St Catherine‘s, 
Taba Hts, Gulf of Aqaba, water-
sports  

QR8000.00  

ACCOMPLISHED !  

  CAMBODIA & VIETNAM  

Water Puppets, grottos, Perfume 
River, pagodas, craft village, History   

Includes 2- day cruise to La 
Hang and site-seeing there and 
back - Iro QR9000.00  

ACCOMPLISHED ! 

Spring  
2011 

22 Apr – 30 Apr  OMAN 

Al Ain, Muscat, Jebel Shams, 
Nizwah, Sink-hole, wadi-bashing 

IMMINENT  

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN!!!!   

Summer 
2011 

25 June – 03 Jul  We will leave QNHG members to 
organize their own Summer desires 
and requirements  

 

1ST Eid  
2011 

26 Aug – 03 
Sep 

As this will effectively still be part of 
Summer, and of Summer  

school- holidays, we will leave 
QNHG members to organize their 
own Summer desires and 
requirements 

 

2nd Eid  
2011 

04 Nov – 12 
Nov 

SOUTHERN ITALY & VATICAN 
CITY  

Vatican City, Rome, Naples, Isle of 
Capri, Pompeii, Heraculeum, 
Brindisi, Sicily 

FORTH-COMING  
ATTRACTION 

 BOOKINGS NOW OPEN!!!!   

Christmas 
&NY, 
2011  

23 Dec – 31Dec  We await your suggestions / e-mails  Your wish is our command…. 

Spring  09 Apr – 17 Apr We await your suggestions / e-mails Your wish is our command…. 
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HOLIDAY DATE  DESTINATION – A COMMENTS  / FARES  

2012 

Summer 
2012 

25 Jun – 03 Jul We await your suggestions / e-mails Your wish is our command…. 

 

FAMILY HOLIDAY PACKING LIST  

CASES & CLOTHING  
PER PERSON  

GENERAL  
PER PERSON / PER FAMILY  

TOILETRIES  
PER PERSON / PER FAMILY  

Suitcase - hold-   
20 kgs    -158 cms  

BRIEF CASE        or        
LAPTOP BAG    or     HANDBAG 

Waterproof Toiletry  bag OR 
Sturdy zip-lock bag                

Suitcase – cabin -   
7 kgs      -115 cms  

  

Day-pack / money -belt Wallet                      Bath soap / shower gel                                              
<50mls 

Packets - Dirty and/or wet 
laundry 

Cash                                        - 
local / international / home 

Hair shampoo  / conditioner                                     
<50mls 

 Credit cards                           - 
local / international / home 

Aftershave lotion  / perfume                                    
<50mls 

Blazer  / polar-fleece jacket   Hand lotion /  Sun block                                           
<50mls 

Windcheater / raincoat  Original documents  PLUS  
copies in a file 

 

 ** Passport  & Visa   

Trousers  / jeans  ** Airline / train / bus  tickets Sturdy zip-lock bag                

Active pants  / track-suit  ** Driver‘s License              - 
International / Q / Home   

Face-cloth / sponge  

T-shirts                         -  long / 
short  

** Credit cards                    - 
Qatar / Home    

Shower cap  

Cotton shirts              - long / 
short 

**Accommodation             - 
reservations  / letters  

Tooth - brush / paste / charger  / 
floss 

Golf shirts                   - long / 
short 

**Medical Insurance          - 
member‘s card / certificate  

Tweezers  

Underpants /  long-johns ** Medical prescription     - for 
routine medication  

Universal bath-plug  

Socks  **Maps & Timetables        - City / Tissues  
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CASES & CLOTHING  
PER PERSON  

GENERAL  
PER PERSON / PER FAMILY  

TOILETRIES  
PER PERSON / PER FAMILY  

Train / Metro  / Bus 

Vests   **Daily itinerary  Cotton Buds  

Pyjamas **Emergency contact details  Medication - prescription  / in 
original package  

 ** Qatari  Exit permit Medication  - pain / allergy / DVT 
/ enteritis  

Shoes in packets         - smart / 
walking / sandals 

** Business cards   Lip-salve / make-up  

Belts  ** Passport photos                    - 
international spares  

Nail -  brush / clip / file / emery 
board  

  Hair - brush  / comb /  clips / 
elastics / bands / bandana 

Swimming costume   - in plastic 
packet  

Laptop computer + bag / cables / 
adapter plug / modem  

 

 Camera   & cable                   + 
charger /adapter plug  

 

Rain jacket / Umbrella   Mobile phone                        +  
charger / adapter plug  

OTHER ITEMS – PERSONAL 
CHOICE  

Beanie  / gloves   GPS                                          +  
charger / adapter plug  

?? 

Scarf  / pashmina / sunhat  ?? 

 Pen / paper   

+ LADIES  Cable ties / Locks / Keys        - 
house / car / cases  

 

Skirts                          - long black 
/ denim 

Spectacles    / case                 - 
spare set / prescription 

 

Underwear  Sunglasses / case   

Tights / knee-hi‘s Tissues / wet-wipes  
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RAMBLE REPORT

On Saturday, February 12th we again had the 
pleasure of visiting the Qatar Museum 
Authority‘s Qal'at Ruwayda archaeological dig, 
being supervised by Dr. Andrew Petersen. Dr. 
Petersen, the Director of Research/Islamic 
Archaeology, History and Anthropology at the 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, updated 
us on the progress of the investigations he has 
led since 2009 as he brought us on a tour of the 
sprawling shoreline site.  

We began our tour with an overview of the 
building phases that had taken place over the 
occupation of the site, and a discussion as to 
how the removal of stones from one part of the 
excavated fort indicates the changing needs and 
priorities of the occupants over time.  

This season the archaeologists have been 
concentrating a great deal of effort on what they 
suspect may be a latter phase of the fort‘s 
construction, what they are preliminarily 
referring to as ‗palace‘ structure. To place the 
occupation of this site in historical context, Dr. 
Petersen reminded us that, ―Ruwayda is one of 
a number of Islamic period sites located on the 
northern coast of Qatar between Madinat al-
Shamal and Zubara. The presence of the 
world‘s largest pearl bar less than 10 km from 
this coast is probably the main reason for the 
location of these sites, which include the 
abandoned villages of Khuway and Jumail.‖ The 
impression garnered thus far from the 
archaeological team‘s growing collection of 
artefacts leads Dr. Petersen and his team to 
conclude that the inhabitants of the site, which is 
thought to have been occupied during the early 
modern period, were rather prosperous. As Dr. 
Petersen told the Gulf Times, ―The pottery 
excavated so far is generally good quality, and 
indicates that people there were having a good 
life.‖  

This season‘s surprises include the uncovering 
of a mosque in the area around the fort, and the 
discovery of the mosque‘s slightly differing 
physical orientations during successive phases 
of occupation.  

 

As Dr. Petersen noted, the apparent prosperity 
of the Al Ruwayda site makes its absence from 
the historical record, and the writings of early 
European travellers such as Carsten Niebhur, 
rather mysterious. He voiced the hypothesis that 
the site may have been known by a different 
name, which has been obscured in the historical 
record. Although coins found on the site may 
eventually help to clarify the date range of the 
site‘s pre-eminence, the coins‘ degree of 
corrosion require that they undergo more 
preservation before they can be clearly 
identified. Other evidence found in the multiple 
layers of occupation, however, corroborates the 
much earlier settlement of Al Ruwayda, perhaps 
as early as the 12th century. These findings 
match the suspicions that the settlement of Al 
Ruwayda predated that of Al Zubara, and that Al 
Ruwayda‘s occupants may have later moved 
south to participate in the growth of the city of Al 
Zubara in the 17th and 18th centuries. This is 
further bolstered by findings that confirm that Al 
Ruwayda was going into its final decline in the 
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mid 1700s, the same time that Al Zubara was in 
its ascendency. 

Dr. Petersen and his team will be returning to 
the site in November 2012. Between now and 
then they hope to further deepen their 

understanding of Al Ruwayda through a 
thorough examination of the finds and artefacts 
that they have uncovered this season.  

John Tribuna 
 

 

BIRDING NEWS 

Spring Birding News 

Raptors continue to be common at al Arakhiya 
farm, with a few Lesser Kestrel being added to 
the mix of species reported in the last 
newsletter. A Peregrine Falcon was seen at Ras 
Abrouq where it took off and flew to the Bahraini 
islands, but it was not known if it could have 
been an escaped bird.  There have been a few 
sightings of owls, both small (several sightings 
of Little Owl) and large (a Pharaoh Eagle Owl 
photographed). 

Migrants continue to pass through Qatar on their 
way north.  Among the migrants have been 
Pallid Swifts; 4 species of swallow; Hoopoes 
(always an exciting bird to see); Blue and 
Rufous-tailed Rock Thrushes; Common and 
Black Redstarts; Pied and a few Northern and 
Black-eared Wheatears; more than the usual 
numbers of Woodchat Shrikes; Menetries 
Warbler; Chiff-chaff; 4 species of pipits and 
wagtails; and Wryneck, which has just been 
spotted.  With migration underway, every trip out 

can reveal birds passing through that are new 
birds for the year. 

Many species of shorebirds are present along 
the coasts and at the sewage lagoons; their 
numbers will be building up over the next month 
or so. 

Black-crowned Night Herons have returned to 
abu Nakhla, and it is hoped they will nest there 
again this year. 

For birders the most exciting find was a Rufous-
backed Redstart, alternatively called 
Eversmann's Redstart.  A male was found at Al 
Arakhiya Farm on February 19. Unfortunately, it 
was only seen that day and could not be found 
again later; it was probably on its way to its 
nesting range in central Asia and southern 
Siberia.  The most recent previous sighting of 
this species in Qatar was in 1984. 

From Eric Tull of the QNHG & QBC 

  

Eversmann's Redstart or Rufous-backed Redstart (Phoenicurus erythronotus) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph by Sultan Sultan Al Aseeri.  
 

 
The bird was seen by Sultan and Mr.Sameh Odah. 
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QATAR GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

Qatar Geological Society has a new website. Visit www.site.qatargeolsoc.com/QatarGeolSoc.html to see 
information about the schedule of meetings, speakers and fieldtrips.

QNHG LECTURE PROGRAMME 

 

Please note new meeting time of 7:00 pm. All will be welcome, please feel free to bring along friends 
and guests to the presentation. Details of speakers scheduled for April through to the end of May 2011 
will be posted on the QNHG website in due course and in the next issue of the newsletter. 

Please note that the dates for presentations for this season will be: April 6th and May 4th 

Lecture in April 

4D Visualisation:  Bringing Qatar’s Surface Geological Natural History to Life 

 

Rob Ross 

Come along and collect your surface geology 
map of Qatar while we go on a brief journey in 
3D and in time over Qatar‘s dynamic surface 
geology. 

Learn how we integrate time-lapse satellite 
imagery, historical 1947 photos, radio-carbon 
age dating, microscopy, volumetric calculations, 
rock samples, and very accurate surface height 
elevations to model and visualise Qatar‘s recent 
surface geology, historical sea-level changes 
and diverse surface processes.  Integration and 
analyses of these disparate data sources 
reveals an elevated terrace, approximately two 
meters above present day sea level, dating 
between 4000 to 6000 years before present.  A 
combination of satellite imagery, a digital 

elevation model and age-dating indicate the 
presence of previously undocumented events in 
the sea level history of Qatar.   

Qatar‘s growing oil and gas industry has given 
rise to an unprecedented boom in building 
commercial and industrial infrastructure.  
Planning for growth with minimal environmental 
impact relies on an understanding of the existing 
ecological baseline.  Detailed knowledge of 
Qatar‘s surface and near-surface geology is key 
to a better understanding in geotechnical, 
geophysical and geological work and in avoiding 
geological construction hazards (such as karst 
and sinkholes) present in the near-surface of 
Qatar.  

Learn what today‘s surface geological 
processes tell us about Qatar‘s ancient oil and 
gas reservoirs.  We will see Qatar as it was 
5,000, 17,000, 30,000 and 150 million years ago 
and determine when we could last ramble from 
Qatar to Bahrain. 

The speaker is Rob Ross, a Senior GIS 
Geoscientist with Qatar Petroleum.  Rob 
graduated from the UK‘s foremost earth science 
school at the University of East Anglia (UK) with 
a BSc majoring in geophysics and undertook 
post-graduate studies at the University of NSW 
(Australia) in the analysis of remotely sensed 
satellite imagery. He has worked as a 
pioneering geophysicist in oil exploration in 
Oman for PDO and Shell.  Later, in conjunction 
with Australian research organization CSIRO, 
Rob implemented the first commercial satellite 

http://www.site.qatargeolsoc.com/QatarGeolSoc.html
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image processing system to help locate 
Australia‘s prospective mining exploration areas. 
During the 1980s, Rob managed geosciences 
graphics-related projects with BP Exploration 
(UK) and Shell / PDO. 

He joined Qatar Petroleum in 1993 at the new 
dawn of oil exploration in Qatar to project 
manage Qatar‘s geophysical seismic and gravity 
data held world-wide.  Currently, Rob manages 
Qatar Petroleum‘s geotechnical borehole 
project; the important aim being to make Qatar‘s 

legacy geotechnical borehole data easily 
accessible for spatial analysis. Rob also works 
with other geoscientists from Qatar Petroleum 
and their joint venture partner oil majors on 
geological research and geophysical spatial 
analysis projects.  

Rob is an Active Member of the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists (SEG), a member of 
European Association of Geoscientists and 
Engineers (EAGE) and a committee member of 
the Qatar Geological Society (QGS). 

Lecture in May 

Weather and Forecasting 

Weather affects all of us, from the farmer to the office worker. No one is immune from it and nothing can 
protect us from severe events like Hurricane Katrina. 

This presentation will explain what drives our weather and the limitations of trying to forecast it. We‘ll 
look at what causes the Indian Monsoon and Tropical Storms and why last winter was so cold across 
Europe and the North America. 

We‘ll explore what can be done to modify the weather and what cannot. How successful is cloud-seeding 
and does anyone actually use it. 

Speaker Profile 

Steff Gaulter graduated in Natural Science (Physics) from Cambridge University 
before joining the UK Met Office.  There she trained in meteorology, becoming 
the first ever person to be awarded a distinction in the final forecasting exam. 
Whilst at the Met Office, Steff was sent on secondment to the BBC where she 
began her presenting career. She has since presented the weather on Sky 
News, Sky Sports, Channel Five, and Sky Sports News and most recently at Al 
Jazeera English, where Steff has been the Senior Weather Presenter since its 
launch in 2006. 

 

 

A Summary of the Lecture in March by Dr Mark Beech  

Fran Gillespie  

(First published in Gulf Times on 4 March 2011). 

Not so long ago – in geological terms that is – 
the lands bordering the western coast of what is 
now the Arabian Gulf were watered by a 
network of reed-fringed  rivers, up to 40 metres 
in width, amid a lush, forested landscape. It was 
an age not only of plants, but above all of 
mammals. Bizarre-looking ancestors of modern 
elephants and giraffes wandered through the 
forests, browsing on the rich vegetation. Not all 
were peaceful herbivores: giant sabre-toothed 
cats crouched amid the bushes and acacia-type 
trees, watching for their chance to spring out 
upon an unsuspecting antelope or a primitive 
three-toed horse. Crocodiles lurked in the rivers, 
waiting for the animals coming to drink 

Dr Mark Beech, Cultural Landscapes Manager 
in the Historic Environment Department at the 
Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage, 
was in Doha at the invitation of the Qatar 
Natural History Group to give a talk on the latest 
prehistoric findings by himself and his 
colleagues.  

Based in Abu Dhabi for the last sixteen years, 
archaeologist Dr Beech worked first of all on the  
island of Sir Bani Yas where so many 
remarkable discoveries have been made, 
including an early Nestorian monastery and 
church. But in recent years he has been 
involved in a project recording the extraordinarily 
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rich fossil remains of the Late Miocene period of 
6-8 million years ago. The area where finds are 
being made is known as the Baynunah 
Formation, stretching along an area roughly 
parallel to the present coast of the UAE.  

 

Fossil remains range from the largest ever found 
anywhere in the Arabian peninsula – an 
elephant tusk measuring an impressive 2.5 
metres in length – down to the tiny tooth of a 
cane rat, hardly bigger than a grain of rice. The 
speaker was at pains to dispel any images the 
audience might hold of fossil-hunters casually 
strolling around the desert locating and digging 
up spectacular specimens. Much of the work, he 
said, involved hours of patiently fine-sieving 
gravel and sand, looking for such small remains 
as teeth. Remains of larger fossils are so fragile 
that they cannot be excavated in the normal 
way. Instead, they are first covered in fine sand, 
then wrapped in wet plaster bandages which 
harden to form a rigid case. Only then can they 
be carefully lifted from the ground and conveyed 
to a laboratory to await years of research. 

Intriguingly, three species of elephants roamed 
the landscape of the Miocene UAE. One, 
Stegotetrabelodon syrticus, had four tusks 
adapted to forking out vegetation from the upper 
branches of trees – 'Rather like chopsticks,' 
commented the speaker. Another species had 
tusks apparently more adapted to browsing on 
lower vegetation. In this way each species had 
its own niche feeding zone, and avoided 
competition. The archaeologists and 
palaeontologists rely for many of the discoveries 
on the sharp eyes of bedouin rangers, who are 
trained what to look for and instructed to report 
anything they see without disturbing it. A system 
of financial rewards for exceptional finds helps 
to fuel the enthusiasm of the rangers! A recent 
very rare discovery was the pelvis of an ostrich, 
ancestor of the Arabian ostrich which only 
became extinct in the last century, once hunters 
had access to vehicles and guns. 

'We never find complete skeletons,' said the 
speaker, 'because the dead animals were 
usually washed down in rivers and the bones 
were scattered. Or carnivores gnawing the 
remains contributed to the disturbance. We use 
palaeomagnetic dating to try and determine the 
age of the fossils. Over many millions of years 
the field of polarity changes. When samples of 
rock from the area surrounding the fossils are 
cut the position of magnetic north is recorded, 
and this assists in dating.' 

Research into the fossil terrain of the UAE 
began some 50 years ago, said Dr Beech, and 
new discoveries constantly change the image of 
that ancient landscape. Until very recently the 
accepted picture was of asavannah-type 
landscape watered by rivers, but discoveries of 
large networks of tree roots and branches, and 
the teeth of squirrels which inhabited the trees, 
make it clear that there was more forest than 
was originally believed.  

As in Qatar, archaeologists and researchers into 
the past of the UAE have to compete with the 
demands of developers. However, strenuous 
efforts are being made to preserve the most 
vulnerable of the prehistoric landscapes. Sites 
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that are under threat are fenced off against 
bulldozing and damage by vehicles, said Dr 
Beech. These include prehistoric animal tracks, 
one of which is the longest set of elephant 
tracks in the world. 'The Baynunah Formation is 

now on the Tentative List for nomination as a 
World Heritage Site, he commented, 'and this 
makes developers more cautious.'  

Dr Beech's visit to Qatar was sponsored by the 
Rayyan Mineral Water Company. 

 

A Summary of the Lecture in January by Olga Nefedova 

 

Dr Olga Nefedova Director of the 
Orientalist Museum, Doha gave a talk 
to QNHG members at our January 
meeting entitled ―A Journey into the 
World of the Ottomans‖, covering the 
exhibit which she curated of the same 
name recently on show at the 
Museum of Islamic Art.  During her 
presentation Dr Olga spoke about the 
paintings in this wonderful exhibition, 
how the exhibit was created, the 
painters themselves and what lay 
behind the fascination with the Orient 
by European artists and writers.  

 

The exhibit included a series of oil paintings by Jean-Baptiste Vanmour which were on loan from the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. The paintings covered a wide range of Ottoman life and history, panoramas 
of Old Istanbul and portraits of the Ottoman court. There was also a collection of more recent figurative 
images by a contemporary Orientalist artist and a number of photographs.  Although the exhibit has now 
closed, the catalog and accompanying book is still available at the MIA bookstore and we will try to 
acquire copies for our QNHG library.  

 

 

 

Figure 1: Unknown artist, English school. View of Istanbul, XVIIIth century. Oil on canvas. 204 x 443 cm. 

Dr Nefedova has kindly permitted us to post a copy of her presentation.  Please click here to view it. 

http://www.qnhg.org/files/OttomanPresentationNHG.pdf
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FRAN’S BOOKSTALL 

  
In addition to signed copies of her books Discovering Qatar and the newly-published Common Birds 
of Qatar, both priced at QR 120, Fran Gillespie will have some extra items on sale at QNHG meetings in 
2011: 
  
Wildlflowers of Qatar The well-known Qatari artist Ali Al Sharif is an authority on the wild plants of 
Qatar and has made many discoveries in over 20 years of roaming the desert, taking thousands of 
photographs. This year for the first time he has put together some of the best of his photographs of 
Qatar's wildflowers in a superb calendar, together with text giving information about each plant and a 
reproduction of one of his wildflower paintings. This is one calendar you won't want to throw away at the 
end of the year! A limited number of copies will be available at QR 50 each. Sorry, no reservations for 
this or for the items below, sales are on first-come first-served basis. 
  
Arabian Birds Hanne and Jens Eriksen, whose superb nature photography is renowned world-wide and 
who have illustrated a number of books on birds including Common Birds of Qatar, have for many years 
produced an annual Arabian Bird Calendar. Fran hopes to have copies for sale from mid-January 
onwards, price QR 30.  
  
Phoenix, the annual journal of the Arabian Breeding Birds Atlas published in the UK by Mike Jennings, 
is available to QNHG members each year and contains much of interest to bird enthusiasts.  It will be 
published in January. Fran has ordered 30 copies and will notify members when they arrive. The journal 
is free but a charge of QR 10 per copy is levied to cover the postage costs.  
  
Arabian Wildlife Encyclopedia  Just published by Trident Press in the UK, this large hardback is 
packed with illustrations and contains masses of information on all aspects of Arabian wildlife, much of 
which is relevant to Qatar. It includes photographs by experts already well-known to the QNHG such as 
Drew Gardner, the Eriksens and Marijcke Jongbloed, many of whose photos were used by Fran in 
her books. The text is aimed at age 10+ but the book is as interesting for the adult general reader as for 
youngsters.For more information see the website www.arabianwildlife.com The publishers' price is 
£25.00 [ QR 141.00] but they have generously agreed to make it available to QNHG members at the 
hugely discounted price of QR 100. 
 

INTERESTING!  BY QNHG MEMBERS. 

 

In the Shade of the Sidra Tree 

 by Diana Woodcock, QNHG Member 

 
Finishing Line Press announces the publication of In the Shade of the Sidra Tree, a chapbook of poems 
by VCUQatar Assistant Professor Diana Woodcock. 
 
This small collection of poetry—inspired by the six years she has lived in the Arabian Gulf country of 
Qatar—follows her recently-released chapbooks: Mandala, dedicated to the Tibetans and published in 
2009 by Foothills Publishing as part of its Poets for Peace series; and Travels of a Gwai Lo (Toadlily 
Press, 2009), a collection Woodcock crafted while living and traveling in China, Burma and Macau.  The 
title poem from that chapbook was nominated by Toadlily for a Pushcart Prize. 
 
 Woodcock‘s first full-length collection, Swaying on the Elephant‘s Shoulders, won the 2010 Vernice 
Quebodeaux International Poetry Prize for Women and is forthcoming from Little Red Tree Publishing.  
In 2009, she received first, second and third prizes from Artists Embassy International and an 
International Publication Award from Atlanta Review.  Recipient of the 2007 Creekwalker Poetry Prize, 
her poems have appeared in Best New Poets 2008 (selected by Mark Strand), Nimrod, Crab Orchard 
Review, Atlanta Review and other journals and anthologies. In May 2010, her poetry was exhibited with 

http://www.arabianwildlife.com/
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Li Chevalier‘s paintings at the Today Art Museum in Beijing, China.  Currently teaching at Virginia 
Commonwealth University in Qatar, she has lived and worked in Tibet, Macau and Thailand.   
 

 
 

 
The cover art for Woodcock‘s new book features a painting by artist and Virginia Commonwealth 
University Professor Emeritus Charles Bleick, former associate dean of VCU-Qatar. 
 
Finishing Line Press is a poetry publisher based in Georgetown, Kentucky.  In addition to the Chapbook 
Series, it publishes the New Women‘s Voices Series and sponsors the Finishing Line Press Open 
Chapbook Competition.  Finishing Line Press and editor Leah Maines were featured in both the 2001 
and 2002 Poet‘s Markets.   
 
Publication Date: November, 2010 
Available for purchase at the VCUQatar Bookstore.  
To order online, go to http://www.finishinglinepress.com/ (click on the ―New Releases and Forthcoming 
Titles‖ link).  
Or, you may order directly from the publisher, $14.00 plus $3 for international shipping.  Check or money 
order to: 
 
Finishing Line Books 
PO Box 1626 
Georgetown, KY  40324 
finishingbooks@aol.com   
859-514-8360 
 
Media contacts: 
Leah Maines, Chapbook Series Editor, Finishing Line Press, 
859-514-8966 or LeahMaines@aol.com 
Diana Woodcock, author, 974-44020612 or dwoodcock@qatar.vcu.edu 

mailto:dwoodcock@qatar.vcu.edu
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A CAVE IN THE MIDDLE OF DOHA CITY 

13 August 2010 
 
It‘s 7:00 AM on a steamy hot and humid Friday 13th. I‘m driving in the middle of Doha City. It‘s sleepy 
quiet on the streets – two days into the holy month of Ramadan. Temperature has reached 35° already 
as I pull into the Family Section Gate of the Dahl Al Hamam Family Park on Al Markhiya Street.  

I park beside a tiny guard house and hear laughter coming from inside – two guards – one of them spots 
me and they open the door. ―Salam alaikum and good morning.‖ Not much English language here. I ask 
about Dahl Hamam.  

―Yes - Dahl Hamam Park.‖ he replies.  

―Where is the Dahl?‖ I ask.  

I‘d searched on Google for the sinkhole and pinpointed it right bang slap in the middle of this tourist park, 
on the corner of (of course) the busy Dahl Al Hamam roundabout. 

―No speak English.‖ – he replies.  
I repeat - ―Yes - Arabi – Dahl?‖ 

 
Recognition in his eyes – he grins and points over through some trees. The park offers beautiful flower 
gardens and shrubs surrounded by grassy lawns and trees, meandering concrete skateboard canals, 
playground swings etc. During the cooler months of the year the park will be well used and enjoyed by 
many families. 

―Can I go down?‖ I ask, pointing down to the ground.  

―No‖ he says ―Closed.‖  

―When open?‖ I ask.  

―Not open – only look over.‖ he replies.  

―Not open?‖ I persevere...  

He shakes his head.  

―Never open?‖ I press him further. 

―Never.‖ he replies with a smile. 

I decide to investigate anyway – there‘s laughter – ―Can I go there now?‖ 

―Yes – Yes‖. 

―OK to drive?‖ I ask - pretending to drive a car, ―or walking?‖ - pointing to my feet. 

―No drive‖ – he says, and then ―OK‖ pointing to his feet. 

―OK Shukran‖ and I head for the trees. 

By now the perspiration is rolling down my face as I follow the carefully manicured pathways through the 
gardens. The irrigation water sprays are cooling on my skin – I wonder where it‘s re-cycled from.....  

I reach a high netting fence encircling a gravel area about 50 meters across. The high iron-grilled 
entrance gate is padlocked. In the center of the enclosure is the sinkhole. A concrete pathway leads from 
the entrance gate to the sinkhole opening. Steps and handrail disappear down into the black hole. 
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Not much more to see from outside the fence so I 
decide to explore the beautifully tended gardens – a 
rare feature in this harsh summer environment. It‘s 
deserted apart from one sole gardener raking leaves. 

I head back to the guardhouse and again ask when 
the Dahl will be open.  

―Never open.‖ he repeats. 

I plead..... ―Please can I go down?‖ pointing again to 
the ground. 

He smiles. 

―After tomorrow – big boss will come - maybe open‖ 
(he pretends to turn a key) ―after 8 or 9 morning, 
something like that‖. 

Lots of Shukran‘s and Ma‘salamas . 

Reviving in the air conditioned vehicle, I decide to wait for cooler weather before making a return trip. 

October 2, 2010 

Its 9 AM on hopefully a cooler Saturday and I‘m driving again to Dahl Al Hamam Park. This time, Thania 
Freele comes along too. Thania is another keen explorer. She and her husband Morgan also spent 
many years working in Saudi Arabia, and enjoying the off-roading and camping adventures in the desert 
there.  

We pull into the main entrance and hear voices coming from a nearby building. Greetings all round with 
the security guards and we ask to see the boss to unlock the entrance gate to the Dahl. Again, there‘s 
not much English here, but Thania knows more Arabic than me and helps with the translation. No 
problem—one of the guards can take us. He gets up from the desk and walks with us to the garden 
pathways. He is Mohamed Sheikh Al-Sabri, from Sanaa in the Yemen. We comment on these beautiful 
gardens and he says we should also visit the Yemen because it is very nice there too! 

We reach the entrance gate to the Dahl enclosure and he lets us through. The sinkhole opening is 
around 10x10 meters across and a rough estimate of 50-60 meters deep to the current base. 
We all three go down the twenty steps to the edge of the slope and peer into the shadows below. 
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A small tabby kitten scampers down the rocks and 
disappears into the depths. The cave is active, the 
ground slopes down with lots of breakdown, 
boulders, sloping loose gravel, rubble and sand. My 
uninformed guess is gypsum and limestone 
composition. 

We scramble through the rocks and big boulders 
and make it down to the bottom. Water lies around 
the edges of the sinkhole floor. On one side there is 
a small shallow pond of brackish water several 
meters wide, covered with a whitish crust of what 
looks like solidified dust. It cracks like thin ice when I 
touch it. On the opposite side of the sinkhole floor, 
water is dripping from the rocky limestone ceiling to 

form puddles of clear water. There doesn‘t appear to be a current but the water is clear and perhaps 
there is a little stream flowing away under the rocks.  
 
Some research tells me the sinkholes are a karstic feature of the Qatar environment. Karst geology is 
prolific on the peninsula with thousands of hollows and depressions across the country, and also a 
number of sinkholes and caves, several of which are known. Many caves and Dahls have collapsed, and 
with the huge construction and development now under way in the city, the building foundation 
investigations need to be exact and thorough! Bulldozers have been known to break through and fall into 
such previously unknown Dahls. 
 
A sudden wing flutter distracts me as a small bird flies out from under the ceiling up and away through 
the cave entrance into the blue sky. Might be a sparrow but it was moving too fast to tell. We clamber 
around for about 20 minutes and take some pictures until the heat gets to us. So much for cooler 
weather; the perspiration soaks through my clothes as we climb back out of the cave. 
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Mohamed tells us that the sinkhole is now permanently closed to the public because of the risk of 
continuing collapse and movement of rocks and boulders inside. He clangs the heavy gate closed after 
us. 
We walk back through the deserted park to the guardhouse, hugging every bit of shade along the way. 
It‘s much, much too hot yet for any sane person to be outdoors for long. We exchange contacts, 
Shukrans and Ma‘salamas with Mohamed and retreat to the air-conditioning in the 4WD. 

NOTE: The article was first published in the web site www.saudicaves.com . The link to the article, 
http://www.saudicaves.com/hamam/index.html 

By Chris Killey, a member of QNHG 

 
BIODIVERSITY AND DECOMPOSITION 

 

By Phillip L Watson PhD, a member of QNHG 

The author is a Professor/Fulbright Fellow at Qatar University Department of Biology and Environmental 
Sciences. 

Click here for a link to the article Dr. Phillip wrote on how insects can play a very interesting role in 
revealing mysteries in Forensic medicine.  

QATAR MUSEUMS AUTHORITY 
 
The MIA has just announced that over half a million visits have been made to the museum since it 
opened in 2008! The museum is open every day except Tuesday, free admission except for entry to 
temporary exhibitions.  
 

QAWS 
 
For information about the Qatar Animal Welfare Society please visit their website www.qaws.org  or 
contact them via contact@qaws.org. Volunteers are always welcome volunteers@qaws.org . 
 
Upcoming Q.A.W.S. events...don’t miss them! 
 

Save‐A‐Stray Quiz Night ‐ 8pm, Tuesday 5th April @ Garvey’s Come along and support QAWS and 
the 200+ animals who currently call it home! QAR50 per person entry fee, maximum 8 people per 
team. Team registration from 7.30pm. 
 
Adoption Fair‐4‐6pm, Friday 22nd April @ QAWS Come along and meet our gorgeous animals 
available for adoption...you might just fall in love! Enjoy the BBQ, browse the stalls 
and make some furry friends! 
 
QAWS Carboot sale—more information to follow...get clearing out those 
cupboards! 
Need more information on this event? Contact QAWS on 5539 6074 or email: contact@qaws.org 
 

TUESDAY LADIES GROUP  
 

 All ladies are welcome to join us at the Ramada Hotel for an informal breakfast followed by a 
presentation. Meetings held bimonthly on alternate Tuesdays throughout the year, 9.00 for a 10am start, 
visitors welcome.  
 
For further information contact us by email: tlgdoha@gmail.com or visit our website – www.tlgdoha.com . 
Not sure if you want to become a member? Please join us as a guest. 

http://www.saudicaves.com/
http://bit.ly/dSeR9U
http://www.qaws.org/
mailto:contact@qaws.org
mailto:volunteers@qaws.org
mailto:tlgdoha@gmail.com
http://www.tlgdoha.com/
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QNHG MEMBERSHIP GUIDELINES 
 

• Our new season starts in the month of October every year. 
 
 • Membership to the Qatar Natural History Group is to be renewed on a yearly basis. 
 • A membership period coincides with our season (October to September of the next year). 
 • Membership applications are accepted throughout the year. Memberships always expire on    
September 30th of each year. 
 • There are two types of memberships with the following membership fees (effective October 2010): 
      - Single Membership (QR.50/year) 
      - Family Membership (QR.100/year) 
 

Members from last season do not need to repeat the online registration process – simply pay your 
2010/11 fees at the next meeting or event. Fees for the 2010/2011 season will remain at the same rate 
as last year: 50QR for individual membership and 100QR for a couple or family. 

 
QNHG Membership Application Process for NEW members 

1. Applicant submits membership request using the online application form  

2. Applicant receives an email confirming the successful submission of the membership application. 

3. The applicant's membership to QNHG remains blocked until membership fees are received. 

 4. Membership fees may be paid at any QNHG event: general meeting; ramble or special event. 

5. Once the membership fees have been received, the applicant's membership is changed to active and 
access to all web site functions is enabled. The applicant will receive QNHG emails from this time. 

QNHG HATS and WATER BOTTLES 
 

Patricia Grindley has organised the manufacture and sale of QNHG 
bush hats and water bottles! This time the hats are available in blue 
(instead of beige) with the QNHG logo. The tough, yet cool water 
bottles come in green and peach. Hurry while stocks last!  
  
Hats and water bottles can be purchased at the monthly meetings. 
 
 
 

 
WATER BOTTLES 

 
1. Insulated HOT or COLD 

2. Cap attached On chain 

3. Large capacity 1-litre 

4. Re-usable  Saves plastic 

5. Durable plastic Stays cool  

6. Shoulder strap Easy-to-carry 

7. Industrial strength Industrial supplier 

8. QNHG logo  QNHG souvenir  

9. Availability  QNHG functions  

ONLY   QR20.00     each 

 

Patricia Grindley 
Overseas Trip Co-ordinator 
QNHG 
 

http://qnhg.org/user/register
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SUN HATS 

 

1. Cotton Washable  

2. With chin cord  For wind 

3. One size  Fits all family 

4. Collapsible Easy-to-pack  

5. QNHG logo QNHG souvenir  

6. Availability QNHG functions  

 
Still available at old  “2010”  price 
 
ONLY   QR40 .00 each 

 
 

2010/11 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

 
Chairman: 
Michael Lesser 
chairman@qnhg.org   
m.lesser@qfcra.com 
 
Secretary:  
Roze Dzugan 
secretary@qnhg.org   
 
Treasurer: 
Roeland Weisfelt  
treasurer@qnhg.org  
roelandfw@gmail.com 
 
Membership Secretary: 
POSITION VACANT 
membership-secretary@qnhg.org   
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Louise Hunter /  Balaji Alagusundaram 
newsletter-editor@qnhg.org 
hunterlm95@yahoo.com 
/yathiraigal@gmail.com 
 
Social Secretary: 
POSITION VACANT 
Social-secretary@qnhg.org 

 

 
PR & Media: 
Fran Gillespie 
pr-representative@qnhg.org 
gillespi@qatar.net.qa.                                               
 
Talks Co-ordinators:                                       
Fran Gillespie / Orlin Lavallie                                            
talks-coordinator@qnhg.org 
simple_prairieboy@yahoo.ca  
gillespi@qatar.net.qa                                
 
Ramble / Fieldtrips Co-ordinator:                   
John Tribuna                                                 
Field-trip-coordinator@qnhg.org            
Rambles-coordinator@qnhg.org             
 
Overseas Trip Co-ordinator:                        
Patricia Grindley                                     
overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org                    
 
Qatari Liaison Officer:                               
Mubarak Abdalla Al-Khulaifi                        
Qatar-liason-officer@qnhg.org      
 
Webmaster:April Conkey    
webmaster@qnhg.org        
aprilanntc@gmail.com 
 
Librarian:  
Robyn Urban  
librarian@qnhg.org
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