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Carsten Niebuhr’s Map, 1765



Huwailah



Furayha (Freiha, Faraiha etc.)

One of the few Late Islamic sites with likely 
occupation prior to the 18th century AD

Mentioned in an Ottoman text of 1701, in 
conjunction with ‘Utub, Huwala and Kholaifat tribes



Friday Mosque at Furayhah



Ruwayda

Occupied during 18th c.

But not on Niebuhr’s list!

A Portuguese origin?





Prior to the 18th c. During and after the 18th c.

Rishahr Up to 9th c. Bushehr

Qais → Siraf→ Hormuz → Kung From 9th c. Gombroon/Bandar Abbas

Nakhilu, Kharg and other small 

Arab ports
Small Arab ports on Persian 

shore

Qatif since late 5th c. AD Lengeh

Bilad al-Qadim & Qal’at al-Bahrain 

& Manama

Urbanized since the Bronze Age Manama

Julfar and Ras al-Khaimah Ras al-Khaimah From 15th or 17th c.

Kuwait Refounded ca. 1716, rapid fleet 

expansion

Abu Dhabi founded 1761

Zubara founded or expanded by Utub 1762

or 1766, decline after 1790s

Doha/Bida’, Fuwairit and 

several others in Qatar

named towns since Neibuhr, ca. 

1765, Bida/Doha founded by 1802

Dubai populated by 1799, expansion and 

independence 1833

Muharraq Founded 1801

Sharjah major pearling fleet by 1820

Ajman considered significant by 1820

Umm al-Qaiwain considered significant by 1820

Jazirat al-Hamra considered significant by 1820

18th and early 19th century is the 
crucible of the modern urban 

configuration



Pearl Exports from Bahrain, 1770 to 1940

The appearance of these towns is linked to the pearling industry, 
which was thriving due to 18th-20th c.  globalization processes 



Zubara
founded as a 

pearling town, 
1762





Murair Mosque

Courtyard House (ZUEP01)
Suq



The Qasr



By the 1870s Zubara was a major 
trading town due to the Persian 
assault on Basra

By the 1810s Zubara was no longer a 
major town, due to assaults by the 
Wahhabis and Omanis



Map of northern Qatar  by Lt Brucks, 1824

Major Colebrook (1820) lists:
• Zobara (Zubarra)
• Khoor Hassam (Khor Hassan), 

abandoned
• Limel (i.e. al-Yimel = Jumail)
• Foreiheh (Freiha), deserted

• Ul Yusvee (Yusufiyah), deserted
• Roes (Ruwais)
• Phoerot (Fuwairit),  inhabitants had moved to Bahrain
• Howeleh (Huwailah)
• Guttur, or Ul Buddee



A large low site covering about 13 hectare, stands on a spit of sabkha jutting into the sea at 
the southern end of Jebel Fuwairit. The mound which represents individual houses shows 
that the town was well planned with building lines running parallel in an area of 860m x 
170m. As at Zubarah some rubbish middens lay outside the town by the ‘fort’ and yielded 
pottery, glass bracelets and porcelain of eighteenth century date

de Cardi 1978:190



Friday Mosque

Fort?

At least two 
occupations 
visible here 

The relocated 
village, out of 
short, is a 
third



Is this a further occupation? Maybe the earliest?



Early History of Fuwairit
1681: POSSIBLE Carmelite mention of Catar/Sobare (Zubara), and Bide 
(Bida’), Fouarit (Fuwairit), Core (Al-Khor) (Billecocq)

Before Zubara: Huwailah was biggest place, Fuwairit (Ma’adhid and Al Bin 
Ali) and Doha (“Sudan refugees from the Pirate Coast”) also existed 
(Lorimer)

1819: plague in northern Qatar, leading to emigration including Ma’adhid
to Bahrain; others to Doha and Wakra

1822: Ma’adid and Al Bu Kuwara move to Fuwairit. 

1823-4: Al-Musallam retreat to Fuwairit where Mohammed bin Thani was 
living.

1827-8: Conflict between people of Doha and Fuwairit, in which people of 
Doha (deported to?) and allied with the aggrieved Ma’adhid. Then move 
to Doha.

1839: the principal habitation of the Al Bu Kuwara was Fuwairit (but they 
are about to leave for Qais)

1841: - letter from Sh. Abdullah (al-Khalifa) to Mohammed bin Thani, head 
of Ma’adhid and chief of Fuwairit

1847: Battle of Umm Suwayya. Mohammed bin Thani takes leadership of 
Qatari people and moves to Doha by 1850 (Ma’adhid already settling there 
in 1828, 1834).

1948



1857: East India Company survey 
undertaken by Cpt. C. Constable…

The towns of Kutr send 200 boats to 
the pearl fishery, chiefly from al 
Bida’ and Wukrah
- Approaching from seaward: Jebel 

Wukrah, Ras Bel Mashut, Ras Bu 
Abut, Jezinet ‘Ali (small island), 
Ras Nesseh, Doheh, Al Bida’, Ras 
an Nuf, Ras Mutbakh, Ras Laffan, 
Howeileh, Fuweirat (people of 
Abu Kawara)



Later History of Fuwairit
1851: report on Fuwairit (Afreet) by Lt Manners.

“…I proceeded on the following day to the Ports mentioned in my 

sailing instructions, and arrived at Afeerat on the evening of the 

29th. I despatched the letter from the Residence to the Sheik of the 

place but found the town almost entirely deserted, there being 

about a dozen Arabs who were left for the purpose of pulling down 

the houses for the rafters. The inhabitants I am informed as also 

those of Wukrah have located themselves at El Biddeh.”

1879: Section of the Al Bu Kuwara from Bida (Doha) reoccupy 
Fuwairit (after rivalry with Sheikh Jassim on the pearl trading 
business) (Lorimer)

1887: Report of Aga Muhammad Rahim, Residency Confidential 
Agent: Fuwairit has 1500 men, 300 houses and 100 boats (700 Al 
Bu Kuwara plus members of Amamerah ‘Ammamarah; Ka’aban; 
Kibisa; Humaidat; and Na’im).

Occupation:  1600s-1760s
Gap: 1760s-ca. 1800 or 1819
Occupation: 1822-1850
Gap?: 1850 - 1879 (but 1857 Kuwari)
Occupation 1879-1890 (peak?)

Gap: 1890-ca. 1900
Occupation: 1900-1950



1907/1915: Fuwairit: The village is surrounded by towers, but 
it is not continuously walled and there are no gates. The houses 
upon the circumference of the village are substantially built of 
stone and mud. The population of Fuwairat consists of about 
100 houses of the Al Bu Kuwarah tribe and 50 of Kibisah: 
these communities are divided from one another by a well-
marked street and form a southern and a northern quarter 
respectively. The people live chiefly by pearl diving, but they 
also own some 20 horses, 100 camels, 60 donkeys and 80 
cattle. About 35 pearl boats, 9 other sea-going vessels, and 12 
fishing boats belong to the place. There are no shops. 
Indifferent water is obtained from the Zarka well, 1 mile west 
of the village, and good water from the wells of Filihah, and 
‘Ain Sanan distant 2 and 4 miles respectively to the south-west. 
(Lorimer 1915)

1890: Jassim ordered the evacuation of the northern villages 
(Abu Dhuloof, Ruwais and Fuwairit) and that the inhabitants 
should settle in Bida, Khor, Dha’ayan and Sumaisma –for 
defensive purposes (war with Abu Dhabi)

1933: Military Report: Fuwairit has 100 houses. 

1950: Letter from the Political Agent, 5th June: Fuwairit and Al 
Ghariya, formerly inhabited by the Al Bu Kuwarah and Kibisa, are 
now deserted.





Robbed out walling attests to 
multiple occupation in Trench 1



Fuwairit 2015: Trench 2



Finds include metal (including 
coins, boat nails), fish and 
animal bone, pottery (Chinese, 
European and local to the Gulf), 
glassware (including bangles)











Will the archaeological record reflect these forces, 
and show how economic factors have affected life, 
wealth and material culture across the history of 
the pearling boom and bust?

Occupation at Fuwairit (and elsewhere) has been affected 
by political factors, and economic factors related to pearl 
fishing and trade.
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