Starry Night in the Dunes, Friday 22nd December, Singing Dune
Santa's Grotto from 4pm, Carol singing and bonfire from 6pm followed by music, singing and seasonal jollity.
This is a joint event organised with Qatar Natural History Group.   We will have a sound system and stage.  Musicians and Singers are most welcome.  BYOB and BBQ.    Torches and fold-up chairs recommended.
Directions to Singing Dunes  

1. Head out of town along Salwa Road. You’ll encounter lots of road-works & diversions but keeping going straightish, following signs to Abu Samra, Salwa or KSA. 


2. About 13 km beyond Fort Roundabout (the Industrial Area r/a with a vaguely fort-like structure in the middle), you will pass Abu Nakhla Petrol Station on your right. 2km further, there is a U-turn which you take, coming back towards Doha. Come back 2 km, ignore the small “Army Camp” road, and take the next road right, which is marked “Mesaieed” and is roughly opposite the afore-mentioned Abu Nakhla Petrol Station. You should now be proceeding along a good-condition dual carriageway with double street lights down the middle, and a line of large electricity-cable pylons to your right. 
3. Follow this new road to Mesaieed for 15 km, passing two roundabouts and a sign for Army Camp.


4. Turn right onto the road sign-posted “Kharrara”, and drive a further 4 km until you come to a bridge over a pipeline. Warning! The speed-bumps are vicious!


5. Cross the bridge, take the left fork, and come immediately off it onto the very faint track that seems to lead towards a conical sand dune. Your destination is 1.2 km ahead of you, before the conical dune and to its right. Aim for the left hand side of the destination-dune and we will be in the crescent around the corner. 


6. (Tips): Make a note of your compass bearing at the bridge, if you travel in a straight line to the corner of the dune your compass bearing will be exactly the opposite on the way home. This will assist navigating your journey back again in the dark (NB! there are several bridges over the pipeline and they all look very similar). Watch out for soft sand just on the corner of the dune (take the corner a little wide). Ordinary vehicles will make it over the tracks; however a 4WD is recommended. See map attached (not to scale).
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