OMAN TRIP ITINERARY
Revision 1
DRAFT

Friday: 
March 30th 
5:15am:
Meet at ??? petrol station on Salwa Road near Mesaieed Interchange

5:30am:
Leave for Saudi Border.  Distance to Nizwa is approximately 600 kms.  If we assume 45 minutes to cross each border (Saudi, UAE and Oman) and pit stops along the way, this should translate into a trip of about 10 hours.  This should put us into Nizwa around 4 pm.

Check into the Falaj Daris hotel for one night.  Hotel has a pool so bring your swimsuit.  Major credit cards are accepted


Eat dinner at hotel or try a local restaurant

Saturday:  
March 31st 


This will be a bit of a travel recovery day, with easy tours to local sights close to Bahla

9:00am
Leave for Bahla (~40kms) where we will pay a quick visit to the Pottery workshop and possibly the Suq


Continue for about 10kms to the restored Jabrin fort which was built in the 1600’s and is now a museum showing living quarters of the Imam, his family and servants.  You will also see the kitchens, prison, school and majlis.  .


Leave for Beehive tombs at Al Ayn.  This will be about a 75 km trip from the Jabrin fort.  The tombs are unforgettable, especially with the Jebel Misht mountains as a backdrop.


Return towards Nizwa.  Possibly find camping site along road to Jebel Shams

Sunday
April 1st 

Drive to Misfat Al Abriyyin, which is about 55kms from Nizwa.  This is a pretty little Omani town with Falajs, terraced date palm plantations, ruined watch tower and nice architecture.  Lunch either outside town or at Jebel Shams. 

Drive to Jebel Shams and view Wadi An Nakur (about 50kms) – the Grand Canyon of Oman.  There will be a lot of steep climbing today.  Time for a little hiking if anyone wants to try the cliff walk.  Camp on cliffs at Wadi An Nakur
Monday:
April 2nd

There’s frankly not much to see between Nizwa and Sur.  There are 3 options of how we can spend this day.


Option 1: Spend the morning touring Al Hoota Cave.  Then drive to Sur to refresh and relax

Option 2:  Spend morning driving the Sayq plateau which purportedly has fantastic views and a chance to walk through some pretty villages.  The area is supposed to be very pretty during the Spring   The drive would be about 90kms. Then drive to Sur


Option 3:  Drive to Wadi Bani Khalid. Which is about 100km before you reach Sur on the Inland route.  Wadi Bani Khalid overs a chance to swim in the natural swimming areas, and there is a chance to do a little hiking around the date plantations.

Of the 3 options, Option 1 or 3 would be the least stressful.  Sur is located about 300kms from Nizwa on good roads.  It should take us about 3 -3.5 hours to drive to Sur from Nizwa..

Depending upon when we arrive in Sur, visit the Dhow shipyard and watch these amazing craft being built usinf traditional methods.  There is also a maritime museum available for visiting if time allows.  If we arrive late, the dhow shipyard can be visited on the following morning.

Overnight in Sur beach Hotel
Tuesday:
April 3rd

Restock food supplies


Start drive along coast road where we will make a very short stop at Qalhat.  This is an abandoned old village with an interesting mausoleum.


Continue driving on to Tiwi where we will stop and stop and hike up Wadi Ash Shab.  This is a beautiful cool walk along a flowing creek in the middle of the palm Plantations.

Continue Driving to the large sinkhole now called the Dibab Lake park.  This will be an opportunity to swim in the sink hole and eat lunch using the picnic facilities.  The sink hole is salt water and makes for a refreshing stop.


Drive to Wadi Dayqah where we will spend the night.  This is a lovely gap in the mountains with plenty of hiking and swimming opportunities.  This is the beginning of the “Devil’s Gap” hike.  You might want to try jumping from the cliff into the water!
Wednesday:
April 4th

Morning spent at Wadi Dayqah swimming/hiking


Afternoon – drive to Muscat and check into hotel


Evening: Tour old Muscat and see the Nakal fort lit at night

Thursday:
April 5th
.  
Visit the old Mutrah suq, drive past the Al Bustan hotel

Option 1: Drive to one of the local area beaches and rent a boat and spend a picnic on a secluded beach resting before our drive home


Option 2:  Drive to the “Hanging Gardens” at Wadi Mistall and visit the town of Wukan.  This is a spectacular blaze of greenery in an area nestled near the top of the mountains.  Stop in Nakhal on the way home and enjoy the hot springs.

Spend night camping along road back to Doha or return to Muscat.

Friday:
April 6th

Return to Doha

