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to take care, prepare well and to respect the
environment – „take nothing home but photos
and leave nothing but footprints‟ is perhaps
something for us all to consider, although if you
are feeling generous I would add „take home
other people‟s litter‟ to that!
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As you all know and appreciate QNHG is run by
a group of volunteers and we are always keen
for extra helpers or those with time and skills to
spare. The Group is still in need of a Social
Secretary to organise refreshments for the
monthly meetings (Louise Hunter has been
filling in). If anyone is interested in taking on this
responsibility, please let me know and do talk to
Louise who will explain what is needed. Jane
Hoelker is looking for help to act as an additional
link person between QNHG and travel
companies acting on our behalf to produce
interesting travel itineraries for members.

Front Cover Picture:
Congratulations to
Dileep Kumar for this stunning photograph
of a Greater Spotted Eagle, taken at Abu
Nakhla, Doha.

Michael Lesser
Chairman, QNHG

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S MESSAGE

We‟re now halfway through our very active
season of events with a busy programme ahead
running through to the summer break. We have
had fascinating talks by wonderful speakers and
I would like to take the opportunity to thank
Jeremy Jameson for stepping in at short notice
to give the February presentation. Richard
Cutler will now give his presentation in April and
local expat resident Dr. Brian Hunter will be
speaking to us in March. All are welcome and do
feel free to invite friends and colleagues who
may be interested in our activities.
Rambles and field trips have been held most
weeks since October. John Tribuna and the
Ramble team put in a huge amount of time and
effort to make these trips so successful. More
are being planned for the rest of the
season. This time of year is ideal for getting out
to explore Qatar. The desert really does bloom
after the rains and I recommend Renee Richer‟s
advice to go out NOW and look for flowers and
plants only seen at this time of year. Wildlife too
may be more obvious, particularly birdlife, and
migration is a theme in the news from Qatar Bird
Club. Please remember when travelling off-road

Many thanks to the following for their
contributions to the third newsletter of the
2009/10 season:







Michael Grunwell
Renee Richer
Dileep Kumar
Mark Murase
Fran Gillespie
Brian Hunter

This issue of the newsletter is available on the
QNHG website, together with previous issues
which can be found in the archive section.
Congratulations and thank you to Dileep Kumar,
who has generously allowed the QNHG to
publish his award winning photograph of a
Greater Spotted Eagle, see page 19 for further
details. Thank you also to Michael Grunwell for
his article, an up-to-the-minute, definitive guide
to the dragonflies & damselflies of Qatar and to
Renee Richer for her fascinating article on the
Milkweeds of Qatar. Now is the perfect time of
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year to go out looking for plants in the desert
which may be in flower after the recent rains and
also birds on migration which may be passing
through Qatar. Records and or photographs of
any interesting sightings are always welcome
and we will do our best to identify anything if
necessary!
The QNHG Newsletter needs your input! If you
have any announcements to make, information
of goings-on in Qatar, news concerning natural
history or any other item that you think members
would be interested in, we want to hear from
you. See page 22 for announcements from
QAWS, the MIA & the Doha Garden Club.
Thank you to QNHG members who have sent
articles sharing their travel experiences, please
keep them coming.

Plate 1: DESS Location Map

Please send any articles, information or
announcements to newsletter-editor@qnhg.org
or hunterlm95@yahoo.com and put „QNHG
Newsletter‟ in the subject line. Please send
photographs separately and make sure to label
them.

DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES IN THE
STATE OF QATAR
Summary

Remember to check the website regularly for
updates regarding our talks programme and
weekend rambles.

A brief generalist overview of Odonata is given
below followed by a summary of known species
in the State of Qatar. The main body is an
illustrated and annotated checklist of the
Odonata of Qatar followed by speculation about
further additions to the list, ending with a
proposal for future recording procedures of
Odonata in Qatar.

Louise Hunter
Newsletter Editor
QNHG MEETING DETAILS
QNHG meetings take place between October
and June, usually on the first Wednesday of
the month. They are held at 7.00 pm in the
Multi-purpose hall of the Doha English
Speaking School (DESS). [See location map
below].

I was first introduced to this group of insects as
an undergraduate in the early eighties. As the
years have passed I have become reasonable in
the identification of adult forms but I now want to
learn more about this exciting group and try to
get others involved. I hope this article will
encourage at least some people to want to go to
their local wet patch and look for these
fascinating insects.

However, the location of meetings may
sometimes be changed to the smaller
gymnasium at DESS. An illustrated talk follows
any announcements, and there is a small
lending library of books available to members.
Refreshments are available before the meeting.
Please pay any membership fees to the
treasurer or other committee member.

What are they?
Dragonflies and damselflies both belong to a
group of insects (technically an order) called
Odonata. Within this group are two sub-orders;
the Anisoptera (the dragonflies) and the
Zygoptera (the damselflies).

Please note that the dates for presentations in
the coming months will be: March 3rd, April 7th,
May 5th & June 2nd. Further details may be
found on page 20.

The table
differences.
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Wings held
at rest

Anisoptera
(dragonflies)
Held out at right
angles from the
body

Size

Medium to large

Eyes on
head

Usually touching
across the head

Flight

Strong fast flyers
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cracks and is shed. Many of these shed skins,
called exuviae, can be found at the base of
emergent stems and are an important element
in the identification of species present in an
area. The wings are unfurled and pumped up
with blood and then dried. When insects first
emerge from the water their colour is often pale
and develops over several days. These newly
emerged forms are called „teneral‟. Some
damselflies will only live a week or two in the
adult form, some migratory dragonflies will
survive a few months before their wings become
so worn and tatty that they can no longer fly and
feed themselves. Once females have mated and
laid their eggs their job is done and it is likely
that they will die soon after.

Zygoptera
(damselflies)
Usually held
folded up along
the line of the
body
Usually much
smaller and much
more slender
bodied
Usually
protruding, not
touching “on
stalks”
Rather weak and
fluttery

Do they sting or bite people?

How many species are there?

None have stings of any sort. The biggest
dragonflies have strong mandibles for chewing
their prey, if you were to hold one and force it to
chew your finger it may well nip you otherwise
there is nothing to fear. Some dragonflies may
be inquisitive and fly close to you but they are
definitely never going to attack you.

Worldwide there are 2,900 Anisoptera and 2,700
Zygoptera, however in Qatar we have a very
impoverished list of around a dozen species in
total.
Is there a guide I can use?

Why are they associated with water?

The greatest and best guide is Field Guide to
the Dragonflies of Britain and Europe by KDB
Dijkstra and R Lewington published by British
Wildlife Publishing. It is the indispensible guide
to European species and covers most but not all
of the species in Qatar. The references at the
end of this article list many of the other sources
that I have used in my study of Qatari Odonata.

All the Odonata develop underwater, after
hatching from tiny eggs (which are usually but
not always laid in water) They spend most of
their life as larvae, growing by shedding their
skins. Large dragonfly larvae are several cm
long and are fearsome underwater predators
hunting small fish and tadpoles.
Smaller
species spend several months to over a year
underwater whilst the mighty Emperor
dragonflies will only emerge after 4 years
underwater. They can only develop in
freshwater, never saltwater. Some species
which occur in Qatar are tolerant of slightly
brackish water.

How do I get a close view?

The larvae predate just about anything they can
kill and eat underwater. The winged adults are
strictly aerial predators, actively catching smaller
flying insects. In the case of the biggest
dragonflies their prey may include large
butterflies or smaller species of dragonfly.

Close focus binoculars are very helpful, I can
recommend the Pentax Papillion range which
focus to less than 1 metre. I find the very best
way to get a good view is to use a macro lens
and get a decent photograph. I am only a very
amateurish photographer but I hope you will find
most of the photos in this article suitable for
identification. I use a 100mm f2.8 macro lens on
a cheap DSLR. You can get a decent shot with
a standard 50mm lens or standing back and
using say a 300mm lens. The key is getting the
focus sharp, at macro distances with an open
aperture (small f-stop) the depth of field of sharp
focus is no more than a couple of mm at best.

How do they change into their adult form?

What are the bits of the body called?

When ready the final larval stage climbs out of
the water, usually up a plant stem, the outer skin

There are many highly technical names for
obscure and hard to see bits of a dragonfly‟s

What do they eat?
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anatomy which are clarified in all the guides.
For this article the words head, thorax and
abdomen will suffice but we also need to be
aware that the segments of the abdomen are
numbered from the thorax to the tip of the
abdomen (we need to avoid using the word tail).
The other crucial new word is pterostigma, this
is a pigmented “window” found along the leading
edge of each wing. See the annotated photos
below.

How do they reproduce?
The males produce sperm from their sexual
organs at the end of their abdomen, however in
order to fertilise a female the male transfers
sperm onto his “secondary genitalia” which is a
brush-like pad structure underneath the front of
the abdomen. Males first clasp females around
the back of the neck using the appendages at
the end of his abdomen. Pairs flying in tandem,
with the male always leading the female are a
common sight. During copulation the female
brings her abdomen tip forward and up to collect
sperm from the male‟s secondary genitalia. This
creates a heart shaped structure referred to as a
wheel.
Generally males are brighter coloured than
females but females, particularly damselflies,
have much more robust abdomens and often
show an ovipositor (the egg laying tube).
The photo below shows a pair of Evans‟ Bluetail
damselfies “in cop”, note that the insect at the
top is the male, he is holding the female tightly
behind her head whilst she has bent her
abdomen under and forward to connect with his
secondary genitalia from which she is collecting
sperm.

Fig 1. A female Crocothemis erythraea, Broad
Scarlet, a dragonfly

Fig 3. A pair of Ischnura evansi
Fig 2. A female Ischnura fountaineae, Oasis
damselfly
-4-
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Naming conventions.
With Odonata we need to be using scientific
names, English names are unreliable because
many species have several English names
whilst having only one unique scientific name. In
this article I will always use the scientific name
and provide the common/English name once on
introduction. I am using the taxonomy of KDB
Dijkstra throughout where I can, for species not
covered in the European guide I am using
taxonomy used by Waterston & Pittaway.
The status of Odonata in Qatar.
The first proper published review listing the
Odonata of Qatar was by Waterston and
Pittaway (see references) based on field work in
the late 1970‟s.
Their paper was mainly
concerned with Oman but some limited survey
work was performed in Qatar. The Illustrated
Checklist of the Damselflies & Dragonflies of
the UAE published in 1998 by GB Giles and
updated in An Updated Illustrated Checklist
of the Damselflies & Dragonflies of the UAE
by Feulner, Reimer and Hornby (2007) gives a
comprehensive overview of the status of species
in the UAE which currently totals 26 species.
Using the species data from these sources plus
my own records I have created the following list
of species which are known to occur in the State
of Qatar.

Orthetrum
sabina

Recorded, 2
males at
Rayyan 30
May 1979

Very
common

Sympetrum
fonscolombii

No records

Recently
recorded in
a major
influx late
2009

Crocothemis
erythraea

Recorded, 1
female of the
form
chaldaeurum,
Rayyan, 30
May 1979

Common

Fairly
common and
widespread

Crocothemis
sevillia

No records

Not
recorded

At least 1
insect
photographed
at Al Khor in
2008

Trithemis
annulata

Recorded, 1
male, Doha,
10 May 1979.
1 male
Rayyan, 30
May 1979

Very
common

Common at
one site,
other
scattered
records.

Diplacodes
lefebvrei

No records

Occurs but
no detail of
status

Common at
two sites in
Qatar.

Selysiothemi
s nigra

Recorded,
three records,
all collected.

Occurs but
not common

Not definitely
recorded but
very probably
recorded at Al
Khor May
2009

11 species

7 species

Common, the
most
widespread
and often
seen
dragonfly in
Qatar.
At least 5
males plus
some females
Dec 2009 at
Al Khor, not
seen since
late Jan 2010

Species

Status in
Qatar from
W&P

Status in
the UAE
from Giles
or since

Observation
s by MJ
Grunwell
2007-2010

Ischnura
evansi

Recorded in
Qatar, but no
detail.

Recorded,
described
as common
and
widespread
in Arabia

Recorded at
one site in the
far south of
Qatar

Recorded,
one female at
Rayyan 30
May 1979

Recorded
recently,
locally
common.

Common at
one site in
Qatar.

Anax
parthenope

Not mentioned
as specifically
recorded in
Qatar

Widespread,
migratory,
often in
swarms

Fairly
common,
widely
recorded.

There are only two species on the list, both
belong to the genus Ischnura (the bluetails).

Anax
ephippiger

Recorded as
widespread

Probably the
commonest
desert Anax

Not definitely
recorded to
date.

Ischnura
Bluetail.

Ischnura
fountaineae

9 probably 10
species

In summary the current list for Qatar stands at
11 species with 2 damselflies and 9 dragonflies.

An illustrated guide to species occurring
in Qatar.
Damselflies, Zygoptera.
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I recorded this species in Qatar for the first time
in January 2010 at a date farm in the far south
of the country. I can only speculate as to how
widespread the species may be; probably much
more so than the single location found to date.

Figure 4. A male Ischnura evansi, in cop. Note the
straight, horizontal lower edge to the black on
segment 2.

Fig 6. Female Ischnura fountaineae, slightly more
mature than in Fig 5.

Ischnura fountaineae (Morton 1905), Oasis
Bluetail
This species is common at Al Khor and may be
much more widely distributed. The males are
greenish blue and black with a distinctive orange
flush to the underside of the abdomen. The
females when teneral are quite pale orange,
becoming much darker with age. Some females
are andochrome which means they are similar
to the male colouration though they have a
much more robust abdomen and sport an
ovipositor.

Fig 7. Ischnura fountaineae, a mature female, note
the orange has become brown.

Fig 5. A female Ischnura fountaineae, rather
teneral.

Fig 8. A pair of Ischnura fountaineae in wheel. The
female here is of the androchrome (male-like)
-6-
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form. Note the female has a much more robust
abdomen.

Fig 9 An andochrome (male-like) female Ischnura
fountaineae, note the orangey wash to the
underside of the abdomen.

I am currently investigating reliable methods to
distinguish the two species from each other in
the field, at present I feel the best feature is the
edge of the black on the upperside of segment
two (in males only). In I evansi it is reasonably
straight and parallel to the upper and lower
sides, in I fountaineae it slopes downwards
towards the front.

Fig 11. Anax parthenope, a male.

Anax ephippiger (Burmeister, 1839) Vagrant
Emperor

Dragonflies, Anisoptera

A well known long distance wanderer, probably
occurs frequently in good numbers across Qatar
but to date I have failed to clinch identification.
Separated from Anax parthenope by brown not
green eyes and by the blue saddle only
extending over the top half of the abdomen.

Anax parthenope (Selys 1839) Lesser Emperor
Regularly seen in Qatar, it is not known whether
all those recorded are just migrants or have
emerged here. They may well lay eggs in Qatar.

Orthetrum sabina (Drury, 1773) Slender
Skimmer
This is the dragonfly that is most likely to be
seen visiting hotel swimming pools around
Qatar. I have recorded them in all months of the
year, perhaps slightly commoner in late
summer. They have a characteristic waisted
abdomen with a bulge at the thoracic end. This
will probably be your first dragonfly in Qatar.

Fig 10. Anax parthenope, a male in flight
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with many records around the UAE. I recorded
at least 5 males and a few females at Al Khor
water treatment works in late December 2009.
They were present for several weeks but were
not seen after the end of Jan 2010.
S. fonscolombii is an invasive species in Europe
prone to periodic widespread migrations into
new areas. They are capable of completing their
life cycle in only a few months, in the UK I have
seen migrants laying eggs in June and a new
generation emerging in September. I did record
at least one pair in tandem at Al Khor and it is
likely that eggs have been laid, however the
water level fluctuates greatly in the shallow
pools where they may have laid and I think it
highly unlikely that any new insects will emerge.

Fig 12 Orthetrum sabina, a male.

Fig 14. A male Sympetrum fonscolombii resting on
the ground at Al Khor water treatment works, 23
Dec 2009.

Fig 13. A more mature male Orthetrum sabina.
Note the white appendages and the small brown
patch at the base of the hindwings.

Sympetrum fonscolombii (Selys, 1840) Redveined Darter

Fig 14. A male Sympetrum fonscolombii, note the
bluish lower half to the eyes, the pale straw
coloured pterostigma and the black legs with a
narrow yellow stripe.

The Sympetrums are a very common and
widespread genus in Europe, however there is
only one species found in our area. Since the
year 2000 a few S. fonscolombii have been
seen occasionally in the UAE. In late 2009 there
was an unprecedented influx of S. fonscolombii,
-8-
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Fig 15. A pair of Sympetrum fonscolombii in
tandem at Al Khor water treatment works 22 Dec
2009.

Crocothemis erythraea (Brullé, 1832) Broad
Scarlet
A common and widespread European species.
In Qatar I have recorded them regularly around
Al Khor water treatment works and Al Khor
sewage marsh. Any bright red, fat bodied
dragonfly is likely to be a male of this species,
the female is much more drab. See fig 1 for an
example of the female.

Fig 17. A bright mature male Crocothemis
erythraea. Note the lack of any true black on the
insect and the bright red face and eyes and red
legs.

Fig 16. A really nice bright male Crocothemis
erythraea

Fig 18. A female Crocothemis erythraea holding
her abdomen up, this is called an obelisk
position. Note the small yellow base on the
hindwing.

-9-

QNHG 2009/10 Season

Newsletter #3

Crocothemis servilia (Drury, 1773) Oriental
Scarlet
The genus Crocothemis is particularly tricky and
the distribution of species around the Gulf states
poorly known. This species is on the Qatar
national list entirely because of the photograph
shown below which I took in November 2008 at
Al Khor water treatment works. I was not sure of
the identity at the time and it is on the advice of
K-D B Dijkstra that this species has been
included. I am hopeful of recording and
photographing some more of this species.

Fig 20. Trithemis annulata. A female in a Doha
garden, Jan 2010. Note the way the wings are
held forward and down, hence their common
name Dropwing.

Diplacodes lefebvrii (Rambur, 1842) Black
Percher
This species stays close to emergent vegetation
above shallow pools, it is rarely seen more than
a metre away from the water‟s edge and so is
often overlooked.
Fig 19. Crocothemis servilia, a sub-adult male,
photographed at Al Khor, 1 November 2008. Note
the whitish lines on the thorax, the whitish
surround to the face and the dusky tips of the
wings.

Trithemis annulata (Palisot de Beauvois, 1807)
Violet Dropwing
I recorded this species for the first time in a
Doha garden in Jan 2010. Since then I have
found a site where they are common, around a
water tank in an old farm near Khararra,
southern Qatar. The males have a wonderful
purple blush to their bodies and sport red veins
in their wings. I am confident that this species is
locally common throughout Qatar.

Fig 21. A pair of Diplacodes lefebvrii in cop. The
male is above.

It is the smallest dragonfly in Qatar, not much
longer, but much bulkier, than a damselfly. It is
- 10 -
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common at Al Khor water treatment works and
at Dandy farm (near the Saudi border). I
speculate that it is widely distributed and locally
fairly common throughout Qatar.

can successfully breed. The two factors against
a greater Odonate biodiversity are:

The males become very dark, older males can
become almost entirely black, though most have
pale spots along the abdomen. The females can
be much shorter-bodied and somewhat browner.



The transient nature of many ponds,
following winter rains there may be quite
extensive shallow lakes, however most
will be dry by late spring.



The high salinity of many water bodies.
Ground water in Qatar is often slightly
brackish so pools created from pumpedup groundwater are unsuitable for most
species. Clearly those commoner
species in Qatar can cope with slight
salinity.

Given that the UAE which has a much greater
range of habitats and ecosystems has less than
thirty species in total we will be doing well if we
can push our list anywhere close to 20 species
from the current 11.
At a first guess the most likely additions are the
following four species:
Orthetrum chrysostigma (Burmeister, 1839),
Epaulet skimmer.
Common in the UAE. The male is a medium
sized all blue dragonfly. The female is drab and
much more difficult to identify on a brief view.

Fig 22. A sub adult male Diplacodes lefebvrii. Note
the pale pattern along the abdomen.

Trithemis kirbyi (Selys, 1891), Orange-winged
dropwing

Selysiothemis nigra (Vander Linden, 1825)
Black Pennant.

Common in the UAE this species should be
occurring in Qatar. Similar shape and habits as
Violet dropwing but a red not purple abdomen
with extensive orange patches on the wing
bases.

This species is similar in colouration to the
previous but bigger bodied and much bigger
headed. It has wide pale wings which flutter in
the breeze, hence the name pennant. I am sure
I saw several at Al Khor water treatment works
and even took photographs. Unfortunately I lost
the files so I have no conclusive evidence. I am
sure I will record them again. They are on the
Qatar national list because of the three collected
records in Waterman & Pittaway. They are seen
well away from the water‟s edge unlike the Black
Percher.

Pantala
flavescens
Wandering Glider.

(Fabricius,

1798),

A widespread migrant which must surely occur
regularly in Qatar, though likely to be just flying
past rather than settling. A generation can
develop from a newly laid egg to an emerging
adult in under two months so the transient
nature of many bodies of water in Qatar may not
be a challenge to this successful species.

Forecast additions to the Qatar list.
The biggest issue in Qatar is the lack of
established fresh water areas where species
- 11 -
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Procedure for recording Odonata in the State
of Qatar

Ischnura senegalensis Common bluetail
This is widespread on man-made pools in parts
of the UAE, so we need to look closely at all
damselflies in Qatar. I. senegalensis has a
distinctive segment 2 in the male in that the
black top half creeps right down the side of the
abdomen as a “saddle mark”, neither I. evansi or
I. fountaineae ever show this pattern on
segment 2.

I would be happy to act as a recorder, please
send me any records at all of Odonata you find.
If they are one of the 11 species on the current
list, particularly if they match the photographed
species in this article just send me brief details
of where, when and how many.
If you find a species you cannot identify firstly try
to get a photograph, otherwise get in touch and I
may be able to visit and help to identify the
insect.
In order to accept a species onto the national list
the insect will have to be collected (not
something I would consider on ethical grounds)
or a good quality photograph provided.
My contact methods are:
By mail (the slowest and least effective)
Michael J Grunwell, Al Khor International School
– British stream, Secondary Staffroom, PO Box
22166, Doha
By email
mjgrunwell@gmail.com
By phone
My mobile is 584 9161, my phone
is switched off during school hours 07:00 –
13:30 but you are welcome to call at other times,
before 9pm.
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Glossonema varians

THE MILKWEEDS OF QATAR
The mere mention of milkweeds brings to mind
Monarch butterflies flying south to Mexico,
protected from predators by the poisons
ingested from the milkweed plant. This is the
classic North American milkweed story and
illustrates the unique relationship between the
milkweed plant and the Monarch butterfly. Here
in Qatar, there are three species of milkweed
with their own unique and fascinating features.
However, among all three you will find distinctive
milkweed characteristics.
The family Asclepiadaceae (the milkweed
family) is noted for the white, milky latex that
exudes from the plant when it is injured. They
are characteristically toxic, producing alkaloids
and glycosides as well as calcium oxalate
crystals in the tissue. However, „the dose
makes the poison‟ and the plants of the
Asclepiadaceae (named for the Greek god of
healing, Asclepius) produce many medicinal
compounds, often used to treat heart disease1.

Seed pod of Glossoema varians

Glossonema varians (edule) is unique in that it
is edible. In the Gulf region, young leaves and
fruit are eaten by humans and other animals.
This plant is an annual herb and the size can
vary from approximately 5-20cm. The leaves
are a greyish green colour, with many hairs, and
the leaf edge is characteristically wavy. The
flowers are waxy and yellow, the seeds are wind
dispersed thanks to the long, silky parachute
pappus hairs. Common in the desert, you can
see Glossonema at this time of year with fruits
and flowers.

Seeds of Glossoema varians
Calotropis procera is the second species of
milkweed in the area. Widespread in Saudi
Arabia, in Qatar you will find it most often
- 13 -
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around an urban water source. It can grow to 3
meters high, appearing as a small tree and there
is a great example, sporting purple flowers, in
the planted section at the Al Gharrafa flyover.
While the pods of Glossonema reach 6 cm long,
the fruit of Calotropis are about 15 cm long!
Similar to its North American counterparts, the
Plain Tiger butterfly (Danaus chrysippus) ingests
the toxins from C. procera while eating the
leaves and sequesters the poisons in the body
providing
protection
from
predators2.
Interestingly, the Bedu reportedly used to make
gunpowder from the stems3.
Milky coloured sap of Calotropis procera
The third species of milkweed in Qatar is
Leptadenia pyrotechnica.
It is a perennial
shrub, which upon first glance may look like a
grass tussock! It appears leafless and the plant
is characterized by green, photosynthetic
branches and small yellow flowers, visible in
spring, so look for them at this time of year!
While it may reach 4 meters tall in protected
areas of southwestern Qatar, L. pyrotechnica is
a favourite of camels and is often heavily
grazed. Don‟t be fooled though! The latex that
exudes from this plant is clear and greenish in
colour and the pod looks more like a bean than
the typical milkweed pod, but the seeds have
the characteristic silky pappus hairs for
dispersal!

Fruit of Calotropis procera

Seed of Calotropis procera
Leptadenia pyrotechnica

- 14 -
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Flower of Calotropis procera

Seed pod of Leptadenia pyrotechnica
While all that is interesting, the real magic of the
milkweed lies in their unique flowers. Look hard!
Where are the stamens and the pollen? Where
is the stigma? The flowers are in fact a complex
structure comprised of the stigma, anthers and
filaments fused to form a gynostegium. Tucked
within small slits of the gynostegium are the
small sacs of pollen (pollinia), complete with
handle attachments.
The pollinia secure
themselves to the mouthparts or legs of
unsuspecting pollinators that happen to slip
down into the slit. Laden with the pollinia, the
pollinator trundles off to another flower to per
chance deposit the pollinia inside the slit of
another flower and deliver the pollen to the
disguised stigma.

Flower of Leptadenia pyrotechnica
References:
1. Flowering Plant Families. Wendy B.
Zomlefer. 1994 Chapel Hill
2. Wild Flowers of Bahrain: A field guide to
herbs, shrubs and trees. Diana Charles
Philips 1988
3. An illustrated guide to the flowers of
Saudi Arabia. Sheila Collenette 1985.
Scorpion publishing LTD. London

BIRD SPOTTERS REQUIRED
URGENTLY!

Flower of Glossoema varians
- 15 -

I am sure members of the QNHG will be pleased
to learn that a one-hour television programme
on the birds of Qatar is currently in production,
commissioned by the Qatar National Day
Committee. Both the producers and crew have
wide experience with clients such as the BBC,
National Geographic and Discovery Channel.
Specialist equipment such as the 1000 frame
per second Phantom camera is being used, so
viewers can be assured of spectacular images.
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Featured birds already include the Osprey,
Houbara, Cormorants, Flamingos and Falcons,
alongside more common species such as
Pigeons, Doves and Bulbuls. Filming will be
going on for some months and we are currently
focussing on migrants arriving on passage
through Qatar.

Rarely seen, as they live in burrows deep in the
sand and are nocturnal, Amphisbaenians, also
known as Worm Lizards, are not snakes, nor are
they legless lizards like slow worms. In fact they
are a unique creature, moving fast across the
sand at night in search of their insect prey. The
species found in Qatar is Diplometopon
zarudnyi.

I should be very grateful if members of the
QNHG could lend assistance with the project. If
you spot an interesting bird and/or a good
filming opportunity, please call or email me.
Many thanks.
Mark Strickson (Director)
Mobile: 6524 723
Email: markstrickson@hotmail.com

Amphisbaenid record – another first for
Qatar?
Fran and David Gillespie were out for a Friday
walk recently on some high ground to the north
of the road to Al Kharrarah in central Qatar
when they came across a piece of heavy carpet
half buried in sand, presumably left by some
careless picnickers. Fran makes a point of
investigating pieces of trash, such as sheets
of polystyrene or corrugated metal, or lengths of
wooden planking left lying around in the desert,
as so often interesting creatures are
sheltering underneath. So she and David
turned the carpet over and found not only a
small lizard, a Baluch Ground Gecko, Bunopus
tuberculatus, but also a strange little reptile, an
Amphisbaenid. Resembling a pinkish coloured
worm, this lively specimen had a gleaming violet
sheen and a pair of bright eyes no bigger than
pin-heads.

Fran and David have sometimes come across
the extraordinary, convoluted Amphisbaenid
tracks, which the animal makes by using its
pointed tail as a fulcrum and curling its body
forward in a series of lunges. This is the first
time the Gillespies have seen an Amphisbaenid
in their 25 years of wandering the Qatar deserts.
Could be that David's photographs are the first
ever taken in Qatar of this odd little animal!

Amphisbaenid tracks – Al Kharrarah

Amphisbaenid or Worm Lizard
- 16 -
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Information about Amphisbaenians living in this
region is hard to find, however worm lizards are
mentioned briefly by Damien Egan in his book
Snakes of Arabia – a Field Guide to the
Snakes of the Arabian Peninsular and its
Shores, published by Arabian Heritage Guides.
He writes that a key diagnostic feature to look
for are „rings of scales running around the body‟,
snakes by comparison have scales in rows that
run diagonally along the body.

only been on public display from 20 October to
11 December, 2004. Lost Worlds was
published to coincide with the display and at that
time members of Qatar Natural History Group
were fortunate to have the collection curator,
Hubert Bari, take us on a tour of the exhibits.
More recently, members who attended our
QNHG meeting on January 6th of this year were
enthralled by his presentation of the Pearls
exhibition, now on display at Qatar's Museum of
Islamic Art. We would like to thank Hubert Bari
and the Qatar Museums Authority for the
donation of Lost Worlds, and the new
publication Pearls to our library, produced to
coincide with the current exhibition at the MIA.

QNHG LIBRARY NEWS
Qatar Natural History Group has its own
library covering a wide range of natural history
subjects focussing on the Arabian Gulf especially Qatar. Recent additions include:

Lost Worlds shows a remarkable collection of
natural history objects collected by Qatar's
National Council for Culture, Arts and Heritage.
This includes the 28 metre long fossil skeleton
of a Diplodicus and an entire Triceratops
skeleton. In addition to many other magnificent
plant and animal fossils, there are specimens of
more recently extinct species such as the Great
Auk. Whilst there are plans to construct a
permanent museum, to date the collection has

This book was published by UNESCO Doha
office in 2009 and lists all species of flowering
plants and ferns growing in the wild in the State
of Qatar. Included are detailed descriptions and
110 colour plates. This is the first such book in
almost 30 years, since Batanouny's Flora and
Fauna of Qatar, published in 1981. Qatar
Natural History Group would like to thank
UNESCO for donating a number of copies of
this publication and Dr. Benno Boer for
- 17 -
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facilitating it, and to our PR and Talks
Coordinator, Fran Gillespie for coordinating with
him. Members who would like a copy of An
Illustrated Checklist of the Flora of Qatar, see
Fran, because she may still have come of the
donated books available.

among the first to arrive in breeding areas along
the Mediterranean.
Although the number of migrants passing
through Qatar is not noticeably large, nearly all
the usual European migrants occur and can turn
up almost anywhere – for example last year
QNHG members reported Scops Owls,
Nightjars, Quails and even a singing Nightingale
- all from back gardens in Doha !

A full inventory of all books and publications
held in the library is available on the QNHG
website and may be found by using the following
link
www.qnhg.org/library/inventory.
Many
thanks to all those people and organisations for
their generous donations to our library, if you are
leaving Qatar and would like to make a donation
please contact Mark Murase or any other
committee member.

Brian Hunter
Qatar Bird Club

SUPPORT BIRDLIFE MALTA!
Printed below are extracts from letters from Dr
Marco Lambertini, the Chief Executive of
Birdlife International and Tolga Temuge of
Birdlife Malta requesting support for a petition
against Spring hunting of migratory birds in
Malta. Please follow the links given for further
information.

All publications are gratefully received!
Mark Murase
QNHG Librarian
librarian@qnhg.org

BIRDING NEWS
FROM THE QATAR BIRD CLUB

Dear Friends and Colleagues from the Middle
East Partnership,

SPRING MIGRATION UNDERWAY!

Please find below a note from the Director of
BirdLife Malta who is asking for support for a
campaign against illegal shooting of migratory
birds in Malta.

At this time of year many of our wintering birds
are getting ready to move north and the first
wave of spring bird migration is underway in
Qatar.

Malta lies on the flyway across the
Mediterranean and it is used as a stepping
stone across the sea on the way from Europe to
Africa and vice versa and across the Middle
East. It is still the scene of mass hunting of
migratory birds, including protected species.
Despite new regulations which came into force
with the accession to the EU illegal shooting and
trapping is still widespread. An issue shared by
many Mediterranean countries.

Along the coasts and at wetlands Qatar hosts
thousands of wintering waders. At this time
many are beginning to change out of their
relatively dull winter plumage into breeding
plumage before migrating north. For many
waders the breeding plumage is much brighter
and less of a challenge for identification.
Over the last few weeks, perhaps influenced by
the harsh weather further north, the unusual bird
sightings have had an Iranian feel to them with
White Breasted Kingfisher, Finsch‟s Wheatear,
Hooded Wheatear and Trumpeter Finch all
recorded along the coast to the north-east of
Doha.

BirdLife Malta has achieved a great deal in
building public support against illegal hunting,
but although a minority, the hunters‟ lobby is
politically still very strong and resilient.
Because migratory birds know no political
borders and are a common heritage across
many countries they visit, we would ask your
support in joining BirdLife Malta for the
conservation of our common migratory birds
across the European, African and Middle East
region.

Meanwhile the first few European birds have
begun passing through Qatar on migration back
from the south and east of Africa. So far
Swallows, Pallid Swifts, Chiffchaff, Hoopoe,
Black Redstart and Blue Rock Thrush have all
been recorded. Many of these birds will be
- 18 -

QNHG 2009/10 Season

Newsletter #3

Notes of support will greatly empower BirdLife
Malta in their campaign and support the
conservation of migratory birds which you all
share. It will also profile the joint efforts of the
BirdLife Partnership to conserve migratory birds
to your own constituency and reinforce the
affiliation of your organisation to BirdLife.

tolga.temuge@birdlifemalta.org.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you in advance for your support.
Best wishes
Tolga Temuge
Executive Director www.birdlifemalta.org

Thanks in advance for your attention.

BIRD PHOTOGRAPHER

Dr Marco Lambertini
Chief Executive
BirdLife International
Email: marco.lambertini@birdlife.org

Doha resident and dedicated bird photographer
Dileep Kumar has scored a major achievement
– with a photo taken in Qatar recently being
chosen as among the top 5 out of 39, 387
entries in BirdGuide's online Photo of the Year
2009!

Dear BirdLife friend and colleague,
I am writing to ask you for your cooperation and
support for an international appeal (petition)
against illegal hunting in Malta that will be
launched in January 2010 by BirdLife Malta.

Based in the UK, BirdGuide is renowned as a
leading
international
birding
site,
and
competition to be among the photographers
chosen gets more intense every year. 2009 saw
a record number of entries.

BirdLife Malta will create an online petition on
our website (www.birdlifemalta.org) and we
need your support to get as many signatories as
possible before 10th March 2010. By early
March we want to organise an international
activity in Brussels to deliver the petition to the
Maltese Representation and through this activity
we will raise awareness in the EU. Naturally this
activity will depend on the strength of the
petition (numbers).

Dileep entered a stunning early morning shot of
a Greater Spotted Eagle standing reflected in
shallow water at the Abu Nakhla pools. The
photo was also featured on the BBC World
News website.
The BirdGuide judge's comment was, 'To
capture
such
shots,
experienced
bird
photographers head to locations with shallow
water on still days, especially first thing in the
morning when the light is soft and the water is at
its calmest. This was the approach used by
Dileep Kumar when he visited the Abu Nakhla
lagoons in Qatar. Most reflection shots feature
waders, wildfowl or other aquatic birds, but
Dileep was treated to something special when
the lagoon received a rare visit by a Greater
Spotted Eagle. Capturing this stunning raptor
and its reflection in a uniform setting in golden
light, Dileep has created an aesthetic and
memorable image.'

The hunting lobby is pressing the Maltese
government for a spring hunting season next
year. We expect the government to announce its
decision by mid March. By then we need as
many European, African and Middle Eastern
BirdLife Partners to promote the signing of the
petition.
We are planning to deliver the petition to key
decision makers signed by hopefully tens of
thousands of citizens from Europe, Africa and
Middle East.
We are working hard to ensure that spring
hunting in Malta is a thing of the past and that
the Maltese Government takes serious action to
clamp down on illegal killing of migratory birds.
For this we need the Maltese government to feel
serious international pressure.
I hope that you can support our initiative as your
help is crucial. If you have any questions, please
do
not
hesitate
to
contact
me

Although he took up photography only three
years ago, Kumar's superb images already have
a wide following among birders and wildlife
lovers in Qatar, and his fame is spreading.
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Dileep, after learning of his success
commented, 'I wouldn't be so surprised if an
image captured from India or Africa finds its way
to this level, but I'm really proud that a wildlife
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image from the desert land of Qatar, where
people don't expect such things to exist, can
find a place at an international level.'

environmental scientist and as Commercial
Manager.
Brian joined BP in 1984 as the company‟s first
terrestrial environmental scientist. In this role he
pioneered EIA and environmental restoration
work for upstream developments, coal and
mineral mining projects in Indonesia, Brazil,
USA, Denmark and the UK.

His photo of the eagle, printed on the front cover
of this newsletter, and other winning images,
can be seen online at
http://www.birdguides.com/webzine/article.asp?
a=1920
and
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/84870
31.stm

Since the early 1990‟s Brian has held a
succession of overseas upstream, gas,
commercial and senior management positions,
including projects in Abu Dhabi, Algeria, Saudi
Arabia, Libya, Pakistan and currently as Country
Manager for BP in Qatar and Iran where he
moved with his family in 2005.

Fran Gillespie
A version of this article was originally published
in the Gulf Times 31st January 2010

QATAR BIRD CLUB NEWSLETTER

Away from work, Brian has a love of exploration
and lists wildlife and bird watching as his main
interests. He is a founder member of the Qatar
Bird Club Executive Committee and is Director
of Conservation for that organisation.

The Qatar Bird Club has recently published the
first issue of the QBC Newsletter. Visit the QBC
page on the QNHG website to download your
own copy www.qnhg.org/qbc

LECTURE PROGRAMME
Dates may vary from our usual format of the first
Wednesday of each month, please put the
following dates in your diary:
Please note new meeting time of 7:00 pm.
All are welcome, please feel free to bring along
friends and guests to the presentation.
Please note that the dates for presentations in
the following months will be: March 3rd, April
7th, May 5th, with the final presentation of the
year on June 2nd.
Many thanks to Jeremy Jameson for his
presentation in February on the topic of The

Geological Evolution of the Qatar Sabkhas during
the Holocene. Jeremy very kindly stepped in to

replace Dr. Richard Cutler who was unable to
give his presentation originally scheduled for
February and will now visit instead in April.
On March 3rd our guest speaker will be Dr.
Brian Hunter. The title of his presentation to the
QNHG is „Wild Wetlands of Qatar –
Conservation Opportunities‟.

Dr. Brian Hunter

Brian studied Environmental Biology at the
University of Liverpool before joining BP where
he has worked for over 25 years, both as an

Brian has a keen interest in international affairs
in Arabia and the Middle East. He is a member
- 20 -
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MALDIVES WHALE SHARK RESEARCH
PROGRAMME

of the External Advisory Board for Texas A&M
University and a member of the Centre for
International
and
Regional
Studies
at
Georgetown University, both at the Qatar
Foundation in Qatar.
In April our guest speaker will be Dr. Richard
Cuttler, the director of the Birmingham
University, UK, team of archaeologists who are
working here.
Title: Prehistoric Arabian Landscapes:
Current Archaeological Research in Qatar.
Richard studied Archaeology at the University of
Birmingham and has spent much of the past 10
years working on projects in the Gulf region. In
Qatar he has worked on excavations at Al Khor
Island, and has since worked on almost
exclusively Neolithic projects in Kuwait and Abu
Dhabi.

Following the excellent presentation by Adam
Harman & Richard Rees of MWSRP in
December 2009, a decision was made by the
QNHG Board to give a donation of QR3000 to
the charity to assist in their future research
programme. In addition, a further QR700
donation was made to Adopt-a-Shark on behalf
of QNHG sponsor Khalid al Rabban for a period
of one year. The name to be given to the Whale
shark is „Rayyan‟. New QNHG members may
not know that Mr. al Rabban, a long-term
sponsor of QNHG, very generously assists our
expert speakers with the gift of air tickets if they
are travelling from outside Qatar to give a
presentation at our monthly meetings.

Last year Richard returned to Qatar with a team
from Birmingham to collaborate on a new
remote sensing project with the Department of
Antiquities. The project uses remotely sensed
data from the marine and terrestrial areas of
Qatar to identify and record archaeological sites.
Before 8,000 years ago much of the Gulf was an
open landscape, and for this reason the marine
areas are considered of particular importance.
The project is also pioneering the new Qatar
National Historic Environment record. Richard
will be discussing a number of Neolithic sites
and their regional significance for the Qatar
remote sensing project.
Details of speakers or activities schedules for
May and June will be posted on the QNHG
website in due course and in the next issue of
the newsletter.

RAMBLE / FIELD TRIP PROGRAMME
Full details of the ramble schedule for March will
be posted on the QNHG website.
Friday March 5th - Al Kharrara in Bloom
Saturday March 13th – Zubara City
archaeological site revisit
Friday March 19th – Qatar University Campus,
Birdwatching for Beginners
Saturday March 27th – Oryx Breeding Centre*

‘Rayyan’
Adam & Richard were delighted to receive the
donation from QNHG, not least because as
unpaid volunteer staff they and the charity rely
entirely on the generosity of friends, supporters
and sponsors for the future success of the
conservation and research programme in the
Maldives. On hearing of the donation Adam sent

*Subject to change depending upon permissions
from the authorities.
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the following message of thanks to the QNHG
Board –

Foster families will have an "interview" to find
out what kind of animal (dog/cat/puppy/kitten)
will be best suited to their family and put on
file. When an animal needs fostering we will
contact the most suitable family. Foster families
are advised to be prepared to receive an animal
as often there isn't a lot of notice!

‘Dear Mike and all at QNHG,
Thank you so much for inviting us to present to
you and the QNHG members in Doha. Please
pass on our thanks to everyone at QNHG for
their kind and generous support. The MWSRP
would not exist without people such as your
members. We had a great time and actually
cannot wait to visit again, if you will have us. We
would especially like to be a part of your famous
'Rambles' next time. We look forward to seeing
you all again in the New Year’.

The majority of the animals in need of fostering
are overspill from the QAWS shelter, orphan
puppies & kittens, animals recovering from
injuries and emaciated animals that need
feeding up! We will do our best to match
the animals and their needs to the families to
make sure the fostering process is a happy and
productive one for both animal and family!

Adam Harman will be visiting Doha in March, on
route once more to the Maldives where he and
other members of staff will be working until early
summer. He will be giving a presentation to the
Doha Sub Aqua Club so if you missed their talk
in December you have another chance to hear
about their conservation and research
programme. Watch for details on the QNHG
website.

If you can help, please
contact@qaws.org
or
dogsindoha@gmail.com

at
at

Q.A.W.S is also looking for volunteers to come
and help out at the shelter with dog walking, cat
and dog socialising, grooming and just spending
some time with our animals. Q.A.W.S. is at
bursting point again with loads of cats, dogs,
kittens and puppies.

If you would like to support the MWSRP further
information may be found on their website
www.maldiveswhalesharkresearch.org,
donations may be made via
www.justgiving.com/maldiveswhalesshark

We welcome new volunteers (and our much
valued team of past and present volunteers!)
everyday of the week between 7am-10am and
3.30pm until 5.30pm (or whenever it gets too
dark!). If you are a first time volunteer to
Q.A.W.S, please come down in the afternoon to
meet the team and be shown the ropes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
QATAR ANIMAL WEFARE SOCIETY

If you have any questions about volunteering,
please email volunteer@qaws.org or call 539
6074. www.qaws.org

Foster Families & Dog Walkers Needed
As QAWS is the only rescue shelter in Qatar, we
are severely over-crowded and are having to
depend more and more on foster families to help
us out. Unfortunately there are not enough
reliable foster homes to help with the
number of animals needing help. Dogs in Doha
has also been set up to provide a network of
foster families to try and alleviate the pressure
from the shelter and ensure more animals are
given the chance they deserve.
We are looking for families that
after dogs, puppies, cats &
indefinite period of time until
rehomed or relocated to the

email Kelly
Birgit

MIA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dates for your diary!
Monthly Talks - Majlis of Thought & Art – at
the Museum of Islamic Art.
Creative Freedom: Looking at early
Islamic Glass
Presented by: Michelle Walton – Head of
Research- MIA
10th March from 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm
Location: Education Centre – Classroom - Level
2

are able to look
kittens for an
they are either
QAWS shelter.
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The Museums of Iraq
Presented by: Dr Muneer Taha
14th April from 6.30 pm – 7.30 pm
Location: Education Centre – Classroom – Level
2

season (October to September of the next
year).
• Membership applications are accepted
throughout the year. Memberships always
expire on September 30th of each year.

CITES MEETING IN DOHA

• There are two types of memberships with
the following membership fees (effective
October 2009):
- Single Membership (QR.50/year)
- Family Membership (QR.100/year)

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora)
is an international agreement between
governments. Its aim is to ensure that
international trade in specimens of wild animals
and plants does not threaten their survival. The
15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to
CITES will be held in Doha from 13-25 March, in
Doha. Further information may be found at
http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/index.shtml.

Members from last season do not need to
repeat the online registration process – simply
pay your 2009/10 fees at the next meeting or
event.
QNHG Membership Application Process for
NEW members

THE DOHA GARDEN CLUB
The Doha Garden Club
Presents
The 8th Annual
Doha Garden Tour

1. Applicant submits membership request using
the online application form
2. Applicant receives an email confirming the
successful submission of the membership
application.

Saturday, March 13th 20, 2010 from 10am – 2pm
A self-guided tour featuring private gardens in Al
Fardan Gardens II and West Bay Lagoon.

3. The applicant's membership to QNHG
remains blocked until membership fees are
received.

Tickets 80QR, there are directions with maps to
the garden locations provided on the back of the
tickets. Small snacks to grab and go and cold
water will be available at each garden and
detailed information about the garden and
gardeners will be available on site.

4. Membership fees may be paid at any QNHG
event: general meeting; ramble or special event.
5. Once the membership fees have been
received, the applicant's membership is
changed to active and access to all web site
functions is enabled. The applicant will receive
QNHG emails from this time.

For tickets and information contact :
Brenda McGovern
603 8687
Mindy Parsons
493 3523
Paula Riebe
523 1650

SITUATIONS VACANT!

QNHG MEMBERSHIP

If you would like to join the committee please
contact Michael Lesser, the QNHG Chairman,
details given below.

QNHG Membership Guidelines
• Our new season starts in the month of
October every year.

We are still in need of someone who will join
Jane Hoelker as part of the Overseas trips team
plus a new Social Secretary – very important if
we want to enjoy pre-meeting tea or coffee!
Please don‟t feel shy about volunteering, QNHG
needs you!

• Membership to the Qatar Natural History
Group is to be renewed on a yearly basis.
• A membership period coincides with our
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2009/10 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Qatari Liaison Officer:
Mubarak Abdalla Al-Khulaifi

Chairman:
Michael Lesser

Qatar-liason-officer@qnhg.org
mubarak@qpmcqatar.com

chairman@qnhg.org
m.lesser@qfcra.com

Webmasters:
April Conkey / Jill Foster

Secretary:
Roze Dzugan

webmaster@qnhg.org
aprilanntc@gmail.com
jillfoster@hotmail.com

secretary@qnhg.org

Treasurer:
Roeland Weisfelt

Librarian:
Mark Murase

treasurer@qnhg.org
roelandfw@gmail.com

librarian@qnhg.org
murase@qp.com.qa

Membership Secretary:
Tissa Salter

membership-secretary@qnhg.org
Tissa55@gmail.

Newsletter Editor:
Louise Hunter

newsletter-editor@qnhg.org
hunterlm95@yahoo.com

PR & Media:
Fran Gillespie

pr-representative@qnhg.org
gillespi@qatar.net.qa.

Talks Co-ordinators:
Fran Gillespie / Orlin Lavallie
talks-coordinator@qnhg.org
simple_prairieboy@yahoo.ca
gillespi@qatar.net.qa

Ramble / Fieldtrips Co-ordinator:
John Tribuna
Field-trip-coordinator@qnhg.org
Rambles-coordinator@qnhg.org

Overseas Trip Co-ordinators:
Jane Hoelker

overseas-trips-coordinator@qnhg.org
jhoelker@gmail.com

Social Secretary: POSITION VACANT
Social-secretary@qnhg.org
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