Common Birds of Qatar 

[image: image1.emf]Common Birds of Qatar, the first field and identification guide to the birds of this country, will be published in early November 2010. 
Featuring 215 species and over 400 photographs in colour, each page includes a text describing the bird, aimed at the general reader, plus a map of Qatar indicating its distribution, and  a bar chart showing which months of the year the birds are likely to be encountered and whether the species is more common or less commonly seen. 

Photographers Hanne and Jens Eriksen, who have lived in Oman and Abu Dhabi for 25 years, are famous for the superb quality of their photographs, which have appeared on bank notes and coins as well as on postage stamps. They are the authors of several books on the birds of the region, and spent two weeks in Qatar in 2009 taking photographs for this, their most recent book.   

Author Frances Gillespie is a British writer and journalist, resident in Qatar for over 25 years. She is the author or co-author of a number of books on Qatar, and sales of her best-selling book Discovering Qatar, about the history, natural history and traditions of Qatar now number over 7500.  

Next year Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing will publish, in English and in Arabic, her series of six books for children on the fauna and flora of Qatar, including one on birds.

Common Birds of Qatar will be available in book shops and other outlets within Qatar, price QR 120. Signed copies can be obtained from the author, email gillespi@qatar.net.qa
Publication of this book has been sponsored by Maersk Oil Qatar. 
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